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Women beneficiaries perform ‘paal abhishekam’ to a photograph of Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy after the ‘Amma Vodi’ amount was credited to their account, in Visakhapatnam. |
Photo Credit: K.R. Deepak

When Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy, as Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister, introduced Arogyasri, a
health insurance scheme, in 2007, many called it an effort to make private hospitals richer. In
2008, when he introduced the fee reimbursement scheme to fund professional education for
students from low-income backgrounds, there was similar criticism. The results of both schemes
proved the critics wrong. While Arogyasri saved lives and rescued innumerable families from
financial distress, the fee reimbursement scheme made professional education accessible to
students who otherwise could not afford it.

The Reserve Bank of India’s report, State Finances: A Risk Analysis, has led to a debate on
welfare measures. One of the arguments is that schemes addressing basic amenities are ‘merit
goods’ and those such as loan waivers are ‘non-merit goods’. The history of welfare schemes
shows that nearly every good was dismissed as non-merit when it was proposed for the first
time. When Indira Gandhi, as Prime Minister, expedited land reforms in 1969, many argued that
hard-earned land must not be taken away for free. However, land distribution gave many
landless families a sustainable livelihood and improved food production. Bank nationalisation,
too, caused an uproar. But it made banking services accessible to the rural poor, farmers, and
helped the expansion of small and medium-scale industries.

Many also argue that public funds are squandered away for welfare schemes. On the contrary,
most welfare schemes have been introduced to improve standards of living. When M.G.
Ramachandran, as Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, upgraded the mid-day meal scheme in 1982,
many opposed it. This scheme has now become an essential component of school education in
several States.

It is the same case with A.P. Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy’s Navaratnalu (nine
welfare and development schemes). Between May 2019 and September 2022, the A.P.
government directly transferred 1.77 lakh crore to the beneficiaries of Navaratnalu. During the
COVID-19 years, this assistance became the lifeline for most families. The purpose of
Navaratnalu is to support families in areas such as education, healthcare, agriculture, pensions,

https://rbidocs.rbi.org.in/rdocs/Bulletin/PDFs/6STATEFINANCESARISKANALYSIS143105EB27A744E1B9C404CF7D96909A.PDF
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and subsistence support. Under the Amma Vodi scheme, more than 83 lakh children receive an
annual grant of 15,000 each for their schooling till Class 12. Today, no child in the State needs
to drop out of school due to poverty and gender discrimination. Besides Amma Vodi, six other
schemes fund education at the school and collegiate levels. These have several socio-economic
benefits. Women are the prime beneficiaries of most of the schemes. This women-centric
approach has increased the decision-making capacity of women in many families. It is due to
this multifaceted effort that A.P. continues to top several human development index parameters.

The A.P. government introduced Navaratnalu to achieve the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals, proposed by the UN, with a voluntary deadline of 2030. Without active and immediate
interventions from governments, these goals are impossible to achieve. The needs of the poor
are in no way inferior to those of others, and governments should not ask the poor to wait until
development trickles down.

In this context, another argument needs to be examined: Should the funds spent on welfare
schemes be instead used for infrastructure development and industrialisation? Due to its welfare
spending, A.P. is being projected as a State encouraging a freebie culture. However,
expenditure on welfare should be considered a long-term investment in human capital. The
government strikes a balance between growth and social spending and works on both of them
simultaneously. Despite its disadvantageous condition after State bifurcation and the pandemic,
A.P. recorded the highest GSDP growth in India in 2021-22. It has become the top investment
destination and ranks first in the Ease of Doing Business list. The emphasis on skilling, the
provision of 75% local reservation in private jobs, the continuous support to MSME units, and an
honest approach towards businesses have transformed the State into an investment hub. Data
show that the State’s welfare credentials did not diminish its investment appeal, but enhanced it.

P. Krishna Mohan Reddy is officer on special duty to the A.P. Chief Minister
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At a noon meal centre, in Thiruvananthapuram | Photo Credit: S. GOPAKUMAR

When it comes to nutrition, or more specifically micronutrient malnutrition, there is an urgent
need to address the maladies that poor nutrition can inflict on the masses, especially given the
diverse populations in India.

Malnutrition exacerbates the magnitude of the public health crises we face, and is India’s most
serious challenge and concern. As in National Family Health Survey-5 data, every second Indian
woman is anaemic, every third child is stunted and malnourished, and every fifth child is wasted.
According to an FAO Food Security Report for 2021, India ranks 101 out of 116 countries in the
Global Hunger Index 2021, with a 15.3% undernourished population, the highest proportion of
stunted children (30%), and wasted children (17.3%).

Also read | WHO’s chief scientist expresses concern on malnutrition, growing anaemia
levels

The picture the Global Nutrition Report 2021 paints is cause for concern, noting that stunting
among children in India is significantly higher than the Asian average of 21.8%.

Since the 1920s, developed countries and high-income countries have successfully tackled the
issue of malnutrition through food fortification. Of late, the low-and middle-income countries,
such as India, have pursued food fortification as one of the strategies to tackle micronutrient
malnutrition. Put simply, food fortification is the process of adding nutrients to food. For instance,
rice and wheat are fortified with iron, folic acid and vitamin B 12, and salt fortified with iron and
iodine. Iodised salt has been in use for the past few decades.

Pilot projects on the distribution of fortified rice have been taken up in select States, including
Maharashtra (Gadchiroli district) as part of a targeted Public Distribution programme for the
masses. The programme has been a success in terms of preventing cases of anaemia — from
58.9% to 29.5% — within a span of two years, prompting the central government to declare the
scaling up of the distribution of fortified rice, the major staple diet of 65% of the population,
through the existing platform of social safety nets such as the PDS, ICDS and PM-POSHAN.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/micronutrient-deficiency-a-lurking-urban-malady/article25837180.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/whos-chief-scientist-expresses-concern-on-malnutrition-growing-anaemia-levels/article65193376.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/whos-chief-scientist-expresses-concern-on-malnutrition-growing-anaemia-levels/article65193376.ece
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Editorial | Failing on food: on child malnutrition and mid-day meals

Experiences from the different States on the fortified rice project, so far tally with the results of
global programmes that use fortified food as a cost-effective strategy. The health benefits
accruing from food fortification have made 80 countries to frame laws for the fortification of
cereal flour, and 130 countries with iodised salt, where 13 countries have mandated rice
fortification. The encouraging results of the pilot programme in Gadchiroli have prompted the
proposed large-scale food fortification programme, which includes fortified rice in all all safety
net government schemes. The study found a promising reduction (29.5%) in the prevalence of
anaemia among women, adolescent girls, and children put together in Gadchiroli district.

In Gujarat, an eight-month long study on multiple micronutrient fortified rice intervention for
schoolchildren (six-12 years) in 2018-2019, as part of the Midday Meal Scheme, found
increased haemoglobin concentration, 10% reduction in anaemia prevalence, and, more
importantly, improved average cognitive scores (by 11.3%).

Iron deficiency anaemia is a major public health concern, because it is responsible for 3.6% of
disability-adjusted life years or DALYs (years of life lost due to premature mortality and years
lived with disability) according to the World Health Organization (WHO) — i.e., a loss of 47
million DALYs, or years of healthy life lost due to illness, disability, or premature death (2016).

According to NITI Aayog (based on WHO meta-analysis on the impact of rice fortification), a rice
fortification budget of around 2,800 crore per year can save 35% of the total or 16.6 million
DALYs per year with no known risk of toxicity. In India, the cost of one DALY lost due to iron
deficiency anaemia (IDA) is approximately 30,000, while the cost of averting an IDA-related
DALY is only 1,545, resulting in a cost-benefit ratio of 1:18. Rice fortification, which costs less
than 1% of the food subsidy bill (2018-19), has the potential to prevent 94.1 million anaemia
cases, saving 8,098 crore over a five-year period.

Despite the programme’s proven efficacy, activists have expressed concern that excess iron
overload from fortified rice has been dangerous for Jharkhand’s tribal population suffering from
sickle cell anaemia and thalassaemia. Iron levels in fortified rice range from 28 mg to 42.5 mg,
folic acid levels from 75 mcg-125 mcg, and vitamin B 12 levels from 0.75 mcg to 1.2 mcg (FSSAI
standards). Considering the per capita intake, in a family of three members with a rice
consumption of approximately 60 grams per person, the additional intake is 2.45 mg of iron. This
in fact compensates our daily losses of iron from the body, which is 1 mg-2 mg per day.

Food fortification, according to stalwarts of nutrition, is a cost-effective complementary strategy
to address multiple micronutrient deficiencies. Thus, given its proven efficacy and cost-
effectiveness, food fortification can help us in reducing micronutrient deficiencies and address
overall health benefits. The intervention, carried out with precautions, is the key to the
malnutrition issue which the nation continues to grapple with.

Sirimavo Nair is a Senior Professor in the Department of Foods and Nutrition, The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda, Gujarat
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PM LAUDS SIGNIFICANT DECLINE IN MATERNAL
MORTALITY RATIO

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has lauded the significant decline in the Maternal
Mortality Ratio from 130 per lakh live births in 2014-16 to 97 per lakh live births in 2018-20. The
Prime Minister emphasised that all aspects relating to women's empowerment remain very
strong.

Quoting a tweet by Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Dr Mansukh Mandaviya, the
Prime Minister tweeted;

“A very encouraging trend. Happy to see this change. Our emphasis on furthering all aspects
relating to women empowerment remains very strong.”

 

A very encouraging trend. Happy to see this change. Our emphasis on furthering all aspects
relating to women empowerment remains very strong. https://t.co/Z4yOBLMd9N

*****

DS/TS

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has lauded the significant decline in the Maternal
Mortality Ratio from 130 per lakh live births in 2014-16 to 97 per lakh live births in 2018-20. The
Prime Minister emphasised that all aspects relating to women's empowerment remain very
strong.

Quoting a tweet by Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Dr Mansukh Mandaviya, the
Prime Minister tweeted;

“A very encouraging trend. Happy to see this change. Our emphasis on furthering all aspects
relating to women empowerment remains very strong.”

 

A very encouraging trend. Happy to see this change. Our emphasis on furthering all aspects
relating to women empowerment remains very strong. https://t.co/Z4yOBLMd9N

*****

DS/TS

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://t.co/Z4yOBLMd9N
https://t.co/Z4yOBLMd9N


Page 8

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2022-12-01

WORLD’S FIRST E-PASSPORT THAT MEETS SECURITY
NEEDS OF QUANTUM COMPUTING ERA: REPORT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

To enjoy additional benefits

CONNECT WITH US

Qatar World Cup 2022All eyes on Messi and Argentina as Round of 16 qualification beckons

November 30, 2022 03:19 pm | Updated 03:19 pm IST

COMMents

SHARE

READ LATER

A file photo of an Indian passport stacked on white background. | Photo Credit: Getty Images

A security controller made by Infineon Technologies can protect biometric and demographic
data held in e-passports from conventional and quantum computers, a report from Biometric
Updates shared.

(For insights on emerging themes at the intersection of technology, business and
policy, subscribe to our tech newsletter Today’s Cache.)

This makes it the first technology that ensures electronic passports that meet the security needs
of the quantum computing era.

The prototype uses a quantum computer-resistant version of the Extended Access Control
(EAC) protocol that secures the passport holder’s biometric information during authentication.

It also enables contactless data transfer between the e-passport and checkpoint terminals.

The updated methods being used in e-passports are also compatible with current established
structures.

The technology uses cryptographic methods Dilithium and Kyber, which were selected by the
U.S. National Standardisation Institute (NSIT) in 2022 after a worldwide competition for post-
quantum cryptography, the report shared.

Currently being displayed at Trustech, the technology was developed with Fraunhofer Institute
for Applied and Integrated Security (AISEC) and Bundesdruckerei (German Federal Printing
Office).
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NATIONAL ANTI-DOPING AGENCY OF INDIA IS
DEVELOPING APP TO ASSIST ATHLETES VERIFY
MEDICINES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Key highlights:

“All aspects of the anti-doping programme are important even as India is making rapid strides
towards excellence in sport. NADA would make all attempts to spread awareness towards
making Indian sport, including sport for Athletes with Disabilities, dope-free.” Secretary
(Sports), Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, Government of India Smt. Sujata Chaturvedi said
this while delivering the keynote address at the Inclusion Conclave conducted by the National
Anti-Doping Agency India (NADA) today in New Delhi. Inclusion Conclave was attended by
participants from India and 20 countries.

 

Speaking on the occasion Secretary Sports Smt. Sujata Chaturvedi said that it is a good time
to be in Indian sport, where under the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s leadership,
initiatives like Khelo India have given sport a fillip. “We cannot ignore anti-doping while striving
for excellence in sport. The National Anti-Doping Act is a step in that direction”, she said.

 

 

Mr. Shombi Sharp, United Nations Resident Coordinator, India also addressed the gathering.
“The inclusion of persons with disabilities is a central promise of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development - to leave no one behind,” he said. He further added “Indian athletes
with disabilities have not only shown incredible grit and determination by beating all the odds -
they have also brought - and continue to bring - great pride to the nation.”

NADA Director-General and CEO Ritu Sain said the Conclave was a step towards ensuring
that anti doping program is inclusive and athletes with disabilities remain at core and are not
left behind.

 “We have to reach out to the Athletes with Disabilities keeping their needs in mind. Engaging
them with content in print, audio, Braille and sign language in keeping with Universal Design of
Learning (UDL) principles is a priority,” she said.

Ms Sain said NADA India is in process of sensitising 20 Dope Control Officers to specialise in
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collecting samples of Athletes with Disabilities in keeping with the different needs. She also
said NADA would equip itself with assistive devices in Doping control process to facilitate
athletes with disabilities in lines with the World Anti-Doping Code and Standards.

 

She said NADA India is developing Apps to spread awareness and address queries of
athletes and support personnel as well as to help them recognise if any medicine they were
being prescribed contains prohibited substances. “We are developing credible content that will
overcome geographical, language and disability barriers,” she said.

Tokyo2020 Paralympics High Jump medal winner Sharad Kumar shared his experience of
serving a two-year ban for an inadvertent anti-doping violation. He said the levels of education
of Athletes with Disabilities prevented many from taking short cuts. “The anti-doping lessons
are best learnt from the experience of those who tested positive,” he said.

Sharad Kumar also said that athletes who dope must realise that it leaves an impact on their
bodies and minds. “Those who dope and have not tested positive cannot think they have
escaped. They are guilty in their own minds and caught in their own trap,” he said, exhorting
athletes not to chase popularity and rewards at the risk of their own health.

Institute of National Anti-Doping Organisations (iNADO) CEO Jorge Leyva, Asian Paralympic
Committee Anti-Doping Sub-Committee Chairman Dr. Badrul Rashid, University of
Birmingham’s Prof. Ian Bradley and International Inclusion and Para Sports expert Dr. Halim
Jebali headline the panelists from overseas also joined an array of Indian experts.

Related links:

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1880292

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1866802

 

*******

NB/OA

Key highlights:

“All aspects of the anti-doping programme are important even as India is making rapid strides
towards excellence in sport. NADA would make all attempts to spread awareness towards
making Indian sport, including sport for Athletes with Disabilities, dope-free.” Secretary
(Sports), Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, Government of India Smt. Sujata Chaturvedi said
this while delivering the keynote address at the Inclusion Conclave conducted by the National
Anti-Doping Agency India (NADA) today in New Delhi. Inclusion Conclave was attended by
participants from India and 20 countries.
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Speaking on the occasion Secretary Sports Smt. Sujata Chaturvedi said that it is a good time
to be in Indian sport, where under the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s leadership,
initiatives like Khelo India have given sport a fillip. “We cannot ignore anti-doping while striving
for excellence in sport. The National Anti-Doping Act is a step in that direction”, she said.

 

 

Mr. Shombi Sharp, United Nations Resident Coordinator, India also addressed the gathering.
“The inclusion of persons with disabilities is a central promise of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development - to leave no one behind,” he said. He further added “Indian athletes
with disabilities have not only shown incredible grit and determination by beating all the odds -
they have also brought - and continue to bring - great pride to the nation.”

NADA Director-General and CEO Ritu Sain said the Conclave was a step towards ensuring
that anti doping program is inclusive and athletes with disabilities remain at core and are not
left behind.

 “We have to reach out to the Athletes with Disabilities keeping their needs in mind. Engaging
them with content in print, audio, Braille and sign language in keeping with Universal Design of
Learning (UDL) principles is a priority,” she said.

Ms Sain said NADA India is in process of sensitising 20 Dope Control Officers to specialise in
collecting samples of Athletes with Disabilities in keeping with the different needs. She also
said NADA would equip itself with assistive devices in Doping control process to facilitate
athletes with disabilities in lines with the World Anti-Doping Code and Standards.

 

She said NADA India is developing Apps to spread awareness and address queries of
athletes and support personnel as well as to help them recognise if any medicine they were
being prescribed contains prohibited substances. “We are developing credible content that will
overcome geographical, language and disability barriers,” she said.

Tokyo2020 Paralympics High Jump medal winner Sharad Kumar shared his experience of
serving a two-year ban for an inadvertent anti-doping violation. He said the levels of education
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of Athletes with Disabilities prevented many from taking short cuts. “The anti-doping lessons
are best learnt from the experience of those who tested positive,” he said.

Sharad Kumar also said that athletes who dope must realise that it leaves an impact on their
bodies and minds. “Those who dope and have not tested positive cannot think they have
escaped. They are guilty in their own minds and caught in their own trap,” he said, exhorting
athletes not to chase popularity and rewards at the risk of their own health.

Institute of National Anti-Doping Organisations (iNADO) CEO Jorge Leyva, Asian Paralympic
Committee Anti-Doping Sub-Committee Chairman Dr. Badrul Rashid, University of
Birmingham’s Prof. Ian Bradley and International Inclusion and Para Sports expert Dr. Halim
Jebali headline the panelists from overseas also joined an array of Indian experts.

Related links:

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1880292

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1866802
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‘The collective disadvantage experienced by certain groups is unique to each of them, and their
specific deprivations require specific resolutions’ | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

Early last month, the Supreme Court of India upheld the 103rd Constitutional Amendment Act,
which had introduced 10% reservation for the economically weaker sections (EWS). The EWS
quota and the Court judgment that followed have shifted the discussion on the legacy of
affirmative action based on caste in India.

With this judgment, there seems to be an emergent consensus for a social policy framed on the
universal basis of deprivation stemming from economic backwardness. The last two decades of
jobless growth and increased economic insecurity have added credence to such demand.
However, delegitimising caste as a basis for policy is a monumental mistake with real
consequences, given the deepening of wealth inequality on caste lines.

The new consensus, ostensibly rooted in universalism, comes with a claim that every individual,
regardless of caste and ethnicity, should get her due in welfare entitlement. While the claim is
understandable, it needs to be scrutinised with ground realities. The collective disadvantage
experienced by certain groups is unique to each of them, and their specific deprivations require
specific resolutions. Contemporary inequalities are not produced in one’s lifetime. The group-
based differences in economic and social outcome are not due to differential ambition, ability,
and effort. They are inheritances. These inherited inequalities — economic, cultural and social
capital — are passed on to successive generations. One such site of intergenerational inequality
is wealth. Caste mediates transfers of wealth over generations in India. The latest survey, the All
India Debt & Investment Survey (AIDIS-2019) released in 2021 shows the trend of deepening
caste inequality in wealth in India. AIDIS collects information on physical assets such as land,
livestock, buildings, agricultural machinery, and transport equipment, as well as financial assets
such as shares, deposits and amount receivable by the household. Wealth is a better measure
of economic status than income and consumption. Wealth is a stock variable that takes time to
change while income/consumption is a flow variable that alters frequently.

Inequality is broadly found to have risen in India between 1990 and 2020, particularly in the early

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-upholds-validity-of-ews-quota/article66106470.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-approves-10-reservation-for-poor-in-general-category/article61553904.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-how-has-the-ews-ruling-altered-reservations/article66129488.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-how-has-the-ews-ruling-altered-reservations/article66129488.ece
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2000s. Such a rise has been varied based on the dimension and method one adopts. This is
more severe in the case of wealth, followed by income and consumption inequality. The gini
index of wealth inequality has gone up from 0.62 in 1992, 0.63 in 2002 and 0.67 in 2012 to 0.68
in 2019. Contrast this with the available consumption figure of 0.37 or income which stands 0.54
in 2012 and you get a better picture.

The average per capita of wealth among the upper castes was 8,03,977 in 2019 as against
4,09,792 for OBCs, 2,28,388 for Dalits and 2,32,349 for tribals. In other words, on average, the
upper castes own wealth more than three times of Dalits and twice that of OBCs. They control
about 45% of the total wealth in the country followed by OBCs holding 40%, Dalits 10% and
Adivasis 5%. The upper castes not only own a larger share of wealth but are also
disproportionately concentrated in the top quintile. About 55% wealth in the top quintile is
controlled by the upper castes followed by 36% for OBCs, 5% for SCs and 3% for tribals.
Contrary to popular perception, it is not income or saving behaviours of individuals that have
generated alarming wealth inequality, but it is a product of the long history of institutional
exclusion of certain caste groups.

The source of the wealth gap is historical and inherited. If we disaggregate wealth, land and
building constitute a large part of it — 60% and 22%. respectively, followed by 7% of financial
assets. These two components — land and buildings — are largely inherited. The land inequality
in particular has a longer history going all the way back to the British colonial era. Colonial
intervention which assigned land ownership to some castes at the expense of others continued
in post-colonial India. India’s truncated land reform did not alter this legacy. The real estate
boom post the 1990s further helped those owning land and buildings consolidate their wealth,
thanks to increased land value due to speculation. The ratio of private wealth to national income
increased from 290% in 1980 to 555% in 2020, estimated to be the fastest increase in the world
by the World Inequality Report 2022. This is not surprising as India has zero taxation of wealth
and inheritance.

How do we then craft our public policy in this context of such deepening wealth inequality? Can
caste-neutral policy arrest this wealth gap? Those who argue for caste-blind policy seem to
inadvertently rationalise this inequality. Caste-neutral policies cannot address the historical
legacies of inequalities.. They are insufficient to arrest the magnitude of the caste gap in wealth.
It is unfortunate that reservations became the singular policy instrument to address caste-based
inequality in India. Despite modest achievements in improving access to education, jobs and
enhanced earnings, it failed to address structural inequalities.

The caste wealth gap is not just a product of differences in education, jobs, and income but
rather an inequality passed from one generation to the next. Hence, an improvement in
education and access to jobs alone will not arrest this gap. Undoing the existing framework of
reservation — by substituting caste by economic criteria — will not only reverse the modest
gains made so far but also deepen structural inequality.

Anxieties over loss of social and cultural status among the middle classes are gaining ground in
many countries particularly where some form of affirmative action is in place. In the United
States, for instance, the gains brought about by affirmative action for Black Americans received
‘White backlash’ or ‘White rage’; similar has been the anti-reservation vitriol that culminated in
introducing the EWS quota in India. Notwithstanding the differences in histories of caste and
race, both continue to be durable institutions of inequality. While the legacies of these
institutions are incommensurable to each other, the call for colour-blind policies has striking
similarities with the debate on caste-neutral policy making in India. More recently, with Donald
Trump coming to power, the U.S. has attempted to put a hold on affirmative action. The new
government led by Joe Biden has not altered such reversals either.
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Editorial | Economics and exclusion: On Supreme Court upholding 10% EWS quota

The degree of inequality in any society is a political choice. Focusing on the past two centuries,
Thomas Piketty argues “history of the distribution of wealth has always been deeply political,
and it cannot be reduced to purely economic mechanisms”. A just society requires creating a
level-playing field, altering the enduring legacy of inherited wealth and caste that block
opportunities and life choices.

Kalaiyarasan A. is an Assistant Professor at the Madras Institute of Development Studies
(MIDS), India, and a Research Affiliate at South Asia Institute, Harvard University
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IS ANAEMIA SEEN IN THREE IN 10 RURAL MEN DUE
TO IRON DEFICIENCY?
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While anaemia among adolescent girls and boys, and women, particularly those of reproductive
age has been studied extensively, anaemia in men has been largely ignored. In 2019, a paper
published in  The Lancet Global Health highlighted that nearly one in four men (23.2%) in the
age group 15-54 years in India were anaemic (mild, moderate, or severe). The conclusion was
based on the analysis of over 1,06,000 men from the fourth round of the National Family Health
Survey carried out from January 2015 to December 2016.  

Men are considered to have anaemia if haemoglobin concentration is less than 13.0 g/dL. While
iron deficiency is the main cause of anaemia, particularly in women, other causes of anaemia
are deficiency in folate, vitamin B12, or vitamin A. 

Now, a recent analysis of the fifth National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5) has shed light on
anaemia among men living in rural areas. The study, published in PLOS Global Public
Health, analysed the data of over 61,000 men aged between 15-54 years. It found that three out
of ten men in rural areas were anaemic; prevalence of anaemia was more in rural areas than in
urban areas — one of five urban men are anaemic, while three out of every ten rural men are
anaemic. Prevalence of anaemia was found to be higher (34.7%) among men who were
underweight compared with men who were overweight (19.3%). Men who consumed alcohol
and smoked had “slightly higher” occurrences of anaemia, and older men were found to be more
vulnerable.

Men in the southern States had lower anaemia prevalence (18.5%), while prevalence was
highest in the eastern region (34.1%). Anaemia prevalence was 27.2% in the north region,
28.9% in west, 26.9% in northwest and 25% in the central region. 

Like the 2019 study, the authors of the latest paper also stress that “the findings suggest the
need to recognise anaemia among men as a public health issue”.

However, the latest study does not categorically state that anaemia in rural men is due to iron
deficiency. “We were not able to classify the type of anaemia as the NFHS-5 data had only
haemoglobin concentration,” says Sumit Ram, Junior Research Fellow at the Department of

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X%2819%2930440-1/fulltext/
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X%2819%2930440-1/fulltext/
http://journals.plos.org/globalpublichealth/article?id=10.1371%2Fjournal.pgph.0001159
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Geography, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, and the corresponding author of the paper.
“But previous studies have found that nearly 60% of anaemia is due to iron deficiency.” 

However, Dr. Anura Kurpad, Professor of Physiology at St John’s Medical College, Bengaluru is
not sure if anaemia in men is due to iron deficiency. “The problem is assigning a cause for
anaemia among men. It is not so likely to be iron deficiency as men do not lose iron every month
through menstruation. In fact, men do not lose iron unless they are bleeding from somewhere, or
have some abnormal haemoglobin like thalassemia or sickle cell anaemia,” he says.

Dr. Kurpad draws a parallel with anaemia in children where iron deficiency was not the main
cause in many children. “The Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey data also showed that in
children, only one-third of the anaemia could be solely ascribed to iron deficiency. Another one-
third were mixed B vitamin deficiency, and the remaining one-third were ‘unknown causes’ (
The Lancet Child Adolescent Health, July 2020),” says Dr. Kurpad.

Despite not being sure if iron deficiency is indeed responsible for anaemia in rural men, the
authors of the latest study write: “The benefits of existing programmes and policies related to
anaemia eradication should be extended to men as well. In addition, targeted interventions
among susceptible groups of rural men are advised as a way to reduce the prevalence of
anaemia.”

Mr. Ram clarified why the authors recommended iron supplementation in men in the paper:
“Since over 60% of anaemia overall is due to iron deficiency, we think that it might perhaps be
useful to provide iron supplementation for men as well to address anaemia.”

However, over 60% anaemia due to iron deficiency mentioned in previous studies is for children
and women of reproductive age. 

Dr. Kurpad cautions about providing iron supplementation for men to tackle anaemia without
knowing the cause. He says, “At this point, it is critical to confirm what these anaemia figures in
men are due to, before jumping the gun and ascribing these to the same causes as women.”

Another factor that might have overestimated the prevalence of anaemia in rural men is the use
of capillary blood samples to measure haemoglobin.

“Capillary blood samples inflate anaemia prevalence by as much as 33% to 50% in women. No
reason why the same may not be happening in men,” Dr. Kurpad cautions. “So, at this stage, we
need to be cautious: increase the diversity of foods to improve iron and vitamin intake in men,
without chemicals. Evaluate for the actual cause, before taking any big step.”
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GHAR-GO HOME AND  RE-UNITE PORTAL 
DEVELOPED  AND LAUNCHED BY NCPCRTO
DIGITALLY MONITOR AND TRACK THE RESTORATION
AND REPATRIATION OF CHILDREN
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National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), has developed and launched a
portal namely GHAR - GO Home and Re-Unite (Portal for Restoration and Repatriation of
Child). The GHAR portal has been developed to digitally monitor and track the restoration and
repatriation of children according to the protocol. The following are the salient features of the
portal :

 

The Ministry of Women and Child Development is administering the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 (JJ Act, 2015) (as amended in 2021) and Rules
thereunder, for ensuring safety, security, dignity and well-being of children. The Act provides
for protection of children in need of care and protection and those in conflict with law by
catering to their basic needs through care, protection, development, treatment and social re-
integration.

Under the JJ Act, 2015 (Sections 27-30), the Child Welfare Committees have been
empowered to take decisions with regard to the children in need of care and protection for the
best interest of the children. They are also mandated to monitor the functioning of the Child
Care Institutions (CCIs). Similarly, under section 106 of JJ Act, 2015, every State Government
has to constitute a District Child Protection Unit (DCPU) for every district to take up matters
relating to children to ensure the implementation of JJ Act, 2015 and rules thereunder. To
ensure effective coordination in the Child Safety, Protection and Development; District
Magistrates have been made the head of DCPUs. DMs have been empowered to review the
functioning of DCPUs and CWCs at regular intervals to ensure prompt decisions as per
provisions of JJ Act and Rules are taken by these bodies, keeping in mind best interests of
Children.

This information was given by the Union Minister for Women & Child Development, Smt. Smriti
Zubin Irani in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

******

SS/TFK

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), has developed and launched a
portal namely GHAR - GO Home and Re-Unite (Portal for Restoration and Repatriation of
Child). The GHAR portal has been developed to digitally monitor and track the restoration and
repatriation of children according to the protocol. The following are the salient features of the
portal :
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The Ministry of Women and Child Development is administering the Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 (JJ Act, 2015) (as amended in 2021) and Rules
thereunder, for ensuring safety, security, dignity and well-being of children. The Act provides
for protection of children in need of care and protection and those in conflict with law by
catering to their basic needs through care, protection, development, treatment and social re-
integration.

Under the JJ Act, 2015 (Sections 27-30), the Child Welfare Committees have been
empowered to take decisions with regard to the children in need of care and protection for the
best interest of the children. They are also mandated to monitor the functioning of the Child
Care Institutions (CCIs). Similarly, under section 106 of JJ Act, 2015, every State Government
has to constitute a District Child Protection Unit (DCPU) for every district to take up matters
relating to children to ensure the implementation of JJ Act, 2015 and rules thereunder. To
ensure effective coordination in the Child Safety, Protection and Development; District
Magistrates have been made the head of DCPUs. DMs have been empowered to review the
functioning of DCPUs and CWCs at regular intervals to ensure prompt decisions as per
provisions of JJ Act and Rules are taken by these bodies, keeping in mind best interests of
Children.

This information was given by the Union Minister for Women & Child Development, Smt. Smriti
Zubin Irani in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

******
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Decades ago, when P.T. Usha travelled by the Madras-Mangalore Mail, her employers, the
Railways, permitted an unscheduled stop at her hometown Payyoli in North Kerala. Such was
the respect she garnered for her medal-winning exploits at the Asian level while the collective
heart-break she bequeathed in narrowly missing a bronze in the 400m hurdles at the 1984 Los
Angeles Olympics is remembered even today. After she retired from track-and-field, she evolved
as a coach, groomed fresh talent and kept an eye on the grassroots. Her latest appointment as
president of the Indian Olympic Association (IOA) comes with a surfeit of goodwill. Additionally, it
busts the patriarchy inherent in many sports hierarchies across India. She becomes the first
woman president of the IOA, a post she was elected to unopposed. In a sense the IOA’s hand
was forced as factionalism drew censure from the International Olympic Committee and there
were whispers of a ban. A change of guard from the earlier well-entrenched lobby with political
links was inevitable and Usha was seen as the ideal candidate. Already a nominated Rajya
Sabha member, Usha’s latest sporting elevation was seen as an organic progress. Having
handled many batons while running her famous relays, Usha will find the latest one perhaps the
toughest to manoeuvre.

As the umbrella organisation for sports bodies in India, the IOA has to deal with sister
associations lost in dissidence. Stadiums become white elephants, leased out for housing loan
expos or music concerts. Age-fudging and doping are grim realities as young athletes, seeking
jobs, chase medals at the zonal, age-group and national levels. Medals often secure a career
opening in public sector units, banks and a few corporates and Usha is aware of this. She and
her team of administrators that includes sportspersons and other officials, need to crack the
whip. For all the political jostling that happens during the elections, men and women
representing opposite ideologies shake hands and become entrenched in sports administration,
seeking brownie points and fame. The Government’s leaning on the soft power of sports, the
Sports Authority of India’s initiatives and corporate-backed academies have changed the
landscape. India is beginning to aspire for golds beyond the Asian realm and Neeraj Chopra and
Abhinav Bindra’s exploits in the Olympics are a pointer that the skill-sets are there and if support
is provided, medals with better lustre can be secured. With India hoping to bid for the Olympics
in the 2030s, Usha and her team are expected to create a road map for that too. The Payyoli

https://www.thehindu.com/sport/pt-usha-becomes-first-woman-indian-olympic-association-president/article66247252.ece
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Express has a tough challenge ahead.
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‘Propagating individualism has always been a characteristic feature of a consumerist society’ |
Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

A failure to examine and interpret public health problems from a population perspective is
leading to ineffective and unsustainable solutions as far as complex public health problems are
concerned. This is obvious for problems such as undernutrition, for which individualist solutions
such as micronutrient supplementation and food fortification have been proposed as solutions in
lieu of sustainable approaches such as a strengthening of the Public Distribution System,
supplementary nutrition programmes, and the health services. Similar is the case with chronic
disease control, wherein early diagnosis and treatment is the most popular solution, with little
scope for solutions that can modify health behaviours (through organised community action).
There is a strong tendency in public health to prioritise individual-oriented interventions over
societal oriented population-based approaches, also known as individualism in public health.

Two of the most recent public health programmes of the Government bear testimony to this: as
a nationwide publicly-funded insurance scheme, the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY) falls under Ayushman Bharat. It is the largest health insurance scheme in the country
covering hospitalisation expenses for a family for 5 lakh a year. The goal is to ensure ‘free’
curative care services for all kinds of hospitalisation services so that there is no financial burden
to the beneficiary. What is not talked about in the entire scheme is the need for hospitalisation
services per year for any population. Instead, every individual is given an assurance that if there
is a need for hospitalisation expenses, the scheme will cover the expenses, highlighting the
risk/probability of every individual facing hospitalisation in a year. This is an individualistic
response to the problem of hospitalisation expenditure faced by populations. This becomes
obvious when one examines the data on annual hospitalisation across populations.

Data from the National Sample Survey Organisation (75th round) show that on an average, only
3% of the total population in India had an episode of hospitalisation in a year (from 1% for
Assam to 4% for Goa and 10% for Kerala — the need also a function of availability).

The proportion hovers around 3%-5% across most Indian States. Ideally, the Government needs
to ensure health-care facilities to only 3%-5% of the population to cover all the hospitalisation
needs of a population. This is population-based health-care planning. Instead, giving an
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assurance to every individual without ensuring the necessary health-care services to the
population is not really helping in a crisis. This was evident in an evaluation of publicly-funded
insurance schemes, which points to the low proportion of population that benefited from the
scheme annually. The assurance of a service remains an unfulfilled promise when more than
90% of those who were given the promise do not need hospitalisation in the near future. From
an individualist perspective, any individual can be at risk for hospitalisation anytime but from a
population perspective, one can confidently argue that each year, the maximum proportion of
population in need of hospitalisation will be in the range of 5% of the total population.

The approach to vaccination for COVID-19 has been similar, wherein, unlike other vaccinations,
it was evident that a COVID-19 vaccine cannot prevent people from getting the disease but only
reduce hospitalisation and deaths in the event of contracting COVID-19. It was also evident that
around 20% of the total COVID-19 positive cases needed medical attention, with around 5%
needing hospitalisation and around 1%-2% needing intensive care (ICU) or ventilator support.
To effectively manage COVID-19, what was needed was to have primary, secondary, and
tertiary health-care facilities to manage the above proportion of cases.

This is what a population-based approach to epidemic would be focusing on. Instead, by
focusing on a vaccination programme for the entire population, it is again an assurance and a
promise to every individual that even if you get COVID-19, you will not need hospitalisation and
not die. Even after the entire crisis, not much is talked about in terms of the grossly inadequate
health-care infrastructure to ensure the necessary primary, secondary and tertiary care services
for COVID-19 patients, in turn leading to many casualties.

Instead, the entire focus has been on the success story — that every individual is protected from
hospitalisation and death achieved through vaccine coverage. Most of the deaths due to COVID-
19 are a reflection of the failure to offer ventilator and ICU support services to the 1%-2% in
desperate need of it. Curative care provisioning is never planned at an individual level as
epidemiologically, every individual will not necessarily need curative care every time. The
morbidity profile of a population across age groups is an important criterion used to plan the
curative care needs of a population. There are large-scale data that points to this need and can
be estimated across populations. What it means is that for population-level planning, the need of
the population as a single unit needs to be considered.

There are at least three reasons for the dominance of individualism in public health. All these
operate in combination and, hence, can be detrimental to public health practice. The first is the
dominance of biomedical knowledge and philosophy in the field of public health with a
misconception that what is done at an individual level, when done at a population level,
becomes public health. This is despite the contrasting philosophy and approaches of clinical
medicine and public health and the evidence that support the latter and must be based on
population characteristics and economic resources. Related to this is the second aspect of
‘visibility’ of health impacts among the general public. Health effects are more visible and appear
convincing at the individual level, wherein improvements at the population level will be clear only
after population-level analysis; this needs a certain level of expertise and orientation about
society — an important skill required for public health practitioners.

The public, and to a large extent, those public health experts who take individual experiences at
face value, will make the same mistake of judging a population’s characteristics based on
individual experiences; popularly known as atomistic fallacy in public health. Third, and the most
important influence of all, is the market’s role and the effect of consumerism in public health
practice. The beneficiaries for a programme become the maximum when 100% of the population
is targeted. On the contrary, from a population perspective, the actual beneficiary will reduce to
only 5%-10% in case of hospitalisation services and 20% of those affected with COVID-19 for
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treatment needs. Instead of making efforts to supply evidence of the actual prevalence of public
health problems, market forces would prefer to cast a wide net and cover 100% of beneficiaries.
Propagating individualism has always been a characteristic feature of a consumerist society as
every individual can then be a potential ‘customer’ in the face of risk and susceptibility. All forms
of individualistic approaches in public health need to be resisted to safeguard its original
principles of practice, viz. population, prevention, and social justice.

Mathew George is Professor with the Department of Public Health and Community Medicine,
Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod, Kerala. The views expressed are personal
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THE CONSTITUTION (SCHEDULED TRIBES) ORDER
(SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL, 2022

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Second Amendment) Bill, 2022, was introduced
in Lok Sabha on December 9, 2022.  The Bill seeks to amend the Constitution (Scheduled
Tribes) Order, 1950, with respect to its application to Tamil Nadu.  The Order lists the tribal
communities deemed to be Scheduled Tribes in states and union territories.

●

Scheduled Tribes in Tamil Nadu: The Bill includes the Narikoravan and Kurivikkaran
communities in the list of Scheduled Tribes in Tamil Nadu. 

●

 

DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information.  You may choose to reproduce or
redistribute this report for non-commercial purposes in part or in full to any other person with due
acknowledgement of PRS Legislative Research (“PRS”).  The opinions expressed herein are entirely those of
the author(s).  PRS makes every effort to use reliable and comprehensive information, but PRS does not
represent that the contents of the report are accurate or complete.  PRS is an independent, not-for-profit
group.  This document has been prepared without regard to the objectives or opinions of those who may
receive it.
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PRADHAN MANTRI ADI ADARSH GRAM YOJNA   AIMS
AT TRANSFORMING VILLAGES WITH SIGNIFICANT
TRIBAL POPULATION INTO MODEL VILLAGE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Tribal Affairs has revamped the existing Scheme of ‘Special Central Assistance to
Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS) with nomenclature ‘Pradhan Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram Yojna
(PMAAGY)’, for implementation during 2021-22 to 2025-26, which aims at transforming villages
with significant tribal population into model village (Adarsh Gram)covering about population of
4.22 crore (About 40% of the total Tribal Population). It is envisaged to cover 36,428 villages
having at least 50% tribal population and 500 STs across States / UTs with notified STs.

The main objective of this scheme is to achieve integrated socio-economic development of
selected villages through convergence approach. It includes preparing Village Development
Plan based on the needs, potential, and aspirations. It also includes maximizing the coverage of
individual / family benefit schemes of the Central / State Governments and  improving the
infrastructure in vital sectors like health, education, connectivity and livelihood.

The scheme envisions to mitigate gaps prominently in 8 sectors of development viz. Road
connectivity (Internal and Intervillage /block), Telecom connectivity (Mobile /internet), School,
Anganwadi Centres, Health Sub-Centre, Drinking water facility, Drainage and solid waste
management. A sum of 20.38 lakh per village as ‘Gap-filling’ has been provisioned for approved
activities including administrative expenses under PMAAGY. Besides States / UTs are
encouraged for convergence of resources as Central / State Scheduled Tribe Component (STC)
funds and other financial resources available with them for saturation of gaps in the villages
identified under PMAAGY.

During 2021-22 and 2022-23, a total of about 16554 villages have been taken up. So far, an
amount of Rs. 1927.00 Crore has already been released to the States and Village Development
Plan in respect of 6264 villages have been approved for implementation. As far as Gujarat State
is concerned, a total of 3764 villages have been identified under PMAAGY. Out of which village
development plan for 1562 Villages have been approved and a total of Rs. 35318.54 lakh has
been released to the State of Gujrat under the scheme.

This reply was given by Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Smt. Renuka Singh Saruta in Lok
Sabha Today.

********

NB/SK

Ministry of Tribal Affairs has revamped the existing Scheme of ‘Special Central Assistance to
Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS) with nomenclature ‘Pradhan Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram Yojna
(PMAAGY)’, for implementation during 2021-22 to 2025-26, which aims at transforming villages
with significant tribal population into model village (Adarsh Gram)covering about population of
4.22 crore (About 40% of the total Tribal Population). It is envisaged to cover 36,428 villages
having at least 50% tribal population and 500 STs across States / UTs with notified STs.

The main objective of this scheme is to achieve integrated socio-economic development of
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selected villages through convergence approach. It includes preparing Village Development
Plan based on the needs, potential, and aspirations. It also includes maximizing the coverage of
individual / family benefit schemes of the Central / State Governments and  improving the
infrastructure in vital sectors like health, education, connectivity and livelihood.

The scheme envisions to mitigate gaps prominently in 8 sectors of development viz. Road
connectivity (Internal and Intervillage /block), Telecom connectivity (Mobile /internet), School,
Anganwadi Centres, Health Sub-Centre, Drinking water facility, Drainage and solid waste
management. A sum of 20.38 lakh per village as ‘Gap-filling’ has been provisioned for approved
activities including administrative expenses under PMAAGY. Besides States / UTs are
encouraged for convergence of resources as Central / State Scheduled Tribe Component (STC)
funds and other financial resources available with them for saturation of gaps in the villages
identified under PMAAGY.

During 2021-22 and 2022-23, a total of about 16554 villages have been taken up. So far, an
amount of Rs. 1927.00 Crore has already been released to the States and Village Development
Plan in respect of 6264 villages have been approved for implementation. As far as Gujarat State
is concerned, a total of 3764 villages have been identified under PMAAGY. Out of which village
development plan for 1562 Villages have been approved and a total of Rs. 35318.54 lakh has
been released to the State of Gujrat under the scheme.

This reply was given by Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Smt. Renuka Singh Saruta in Lok
Sabha Today.

********

NB/SK
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2022-12-16

OLD IS NOT GOLD: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON THE
RETURN TO THE OLD PENSION SCHEME

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing
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With the freshly minted Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh, Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, reiterating
that the Old Pension Scheme (OPS) will be restored by the newly elected Congress-led
government, the State would now become the fourth to do so. It is no surprise that the promise
of the return of OPS — it guarantees pension at 50% of the last drawn basic pay — boosted the
beleaguered party as government employees and retirees form a significant portion of the hilly
State’s electorate. A Lokniti-CSDS post-poll survey supported the fact that awareness (74% of
those surveyed) and support for the Congress’s promise was high (70%), possibly playing a role
in the party pipping the BJP to pole position — there was a single percentage point difference
between them. Government staff seem to prefer the scheme as it allows them to avert their
contribution of 10% of their basic pay and dearness allowance towards the employee pension
funds, as envisaged in the National Pension Scheme (NPS) since inception in 2004. But,
concomitantly, reverting to OPS will tax the State’s exchequer. Data show that pension
payments form nearly 25.6% of States’ own tax revenue — 80% for Himachal — but fall to close
to a still substantial 12% of the total revenue receipts of States. Along with wages and salaries of
government staff, the burden is set to be quite high.

States reverting to OPS can achieve some short-term gains as they need not put up the
matching contribution of 10% towards employee pension funds. But with a greying population,
the burden of payments will fall on future generations. An argument can be made for enhancing
State revenues by further taxation to fund the scheme. The NPS, that has been in place and
which allows employees to contribute to their pension corpus from their salaries with matching
contribution from the government, is more robust as this corpus is invested through Pension
Fund Managers and eases the State’s burden. The NPS has built a substantial corpus and
subscriber base over time. The Congress-led UPA government had indeed taken forward the
pension reforms by the previous NDA regime and this is how the NPS has become relevant over
the years. Breaking a consensus on pension reforms and reverting to OPS amounts to an
imprudent option as it will only benefit organised government sector employees, increase the
fiscal burden of carrying these payments and take up a significant portion of the State’s budget,
thereby curtailing its outlays on general welfare as a whole. This holds good even if it allows for
short-term electoral dividends and caters to those who form the backbone of the government

https://www.thehindu.com/elections/himachal-pradesh-assembly/sukhvinder-singh-sukhu-takes-oath-as-next-himachal-pradesh-cm/article66251029.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/himachal-pradesh-assembly/sukhvinder-singh-sukhu-an-astute-politicians-incredible-journey-to-the-top-post/article66251723.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/himachal-pradesh-assembly/himachal-pradesh-assembly-elections-2022-csds-lokniti-post-election-survey/article66249448.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/elections/himachal-pradesh-assembly/with-ops-congress-taps-into-himachali-sentiments/article66248029.ece
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PRADHAN MANTRI KAUSHAL KO KAAM KARYAKRAM
(PMKKK) NOW NAMED AS PRADHAN MANTRI VIRASAT
KA SAMVARDHAN (PM VIKAS) SCHEME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes

& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

The Minister of Minority Affairs, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani in a written reply to a question in the Lok
Sabha today informed that the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Ko Kaam Karyakram (PMKKK) has now
been named as Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka Samvardhan (PM VIKAS) Scheme. The integrated
scheme converges five erstwhile schemes of the Ministry viz. Seekho aur Kamao, USTTAD,
Hamari Dharohar, Nai Roshni and Nai Manzil. The scheme has been approved by the Cabinet
for the period of 15th Finance Commission.

PM VIKAS aims to improve livelihoods of the minorities, particularly the artisan communities,
using the components of skill development, education, women leadership & entrepreneurship.
These components compliment each other in the ultimate objective of the scheme to increase
the incomes of the beneficiaries and provide support by facilitating credit and market linkages.

 

******

SS/RKM

The Minister of Minority Affairs, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani in a written reply to a question in the Lok
Sabha today informed that the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Ko Kaam Karyakram (PMKKK) has now
been named as Pradhan Mantri Virasat Ka Samvardhan (PM VIKAS) Scheme. The integrated
scheme converges five erstwhile schemes of the Ministry viz. Seekho aur Kamao, USTTAD,
Hamari Dharohar, Nai Roshni and Nai Manzil. The scheme has been approved by the Cabinet
for the period of 15th Finance Commission.

PM VIKAS aims to improve livelihoods of the minorities, particularly the artisan communities,
using the components of skill development, education, women leadership & entrepreneurship.
These components compliment each other in the ultimate objective of the scheme to increase
the incomes of the beneficiaries and provide support by facilitating credit and market linkages.

 

******

SS/RKM
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10,416 CONFIRMED CASES OF MEASLES REPORTED
TILL DECEMBER 12 IN INDIA: MOS HEALTH BHARATI
PRAVIN PAWAR

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues
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Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr Bharati Pravin Pawar. File | Photo
Credit: K.V.S. Giri

Over 10,000 laboratory-confirmed cases of measles and 40 deaths due to it among children
have been reported in India till December 12 this year, Minister of State for Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar told the Lok Sabha on Friday.

Maharashtra has reported 3,075 cases and 13 deaths followed by Jharkhand with 2,683 cases
and eight deaths.

An upsurge in cases of measles has been reported during November 2022, Ms. Pawar said in a
written reply.

The number of confirmed cases stands at 10,416, she said.

Taking note of the upsurge of cases from certain districts and cities of Maharashtra, Jharkhand,
Gujarat, and Kerala, the Union Ministry of Health deployed multi-disciplinary central teams
comprising public health specialists, paediatricians and microbiologists to assess the situation
and provide technical support to the states, Ms. Pawar said.

The central teams deployed noted the need for further strengthening disease surveillance
activities, ramping up immunisation with measles-containing vaccines, managing vaccine
hesitancy through intensive community awareness to cover all unimmunised children, improving
case management through timely detection, referral and clinical management of cases etc, she
said.

The findings of the central teams along with their recommendations were also formally conveyed
to these states to take necessary action to manage the upsurge of the cases in the community,
Ms. Pawar said.
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The Union Ministry of Health has coordinated with States and UTs to assist in the management
of these cases. The Government of India provides financial assistance to states to improve their
health infrastructure besides providing greater flexibility to states through a flexible pool of funds
under National Health Mission (NHM) which can be utilised as per need and field-based
priorities.

Listing the additional measures prioritised by the Union Ministry of Health in coordination with
states to eliminate Measles and Rubella by 2023, Ms. Pawar said a roadmap on this has been
prepared and distributed to the States and UTs across India.

The roadmap serves as a guidance tool for planning and the elimination activities including
strengthening Measles and Rubella vaccine coverage and surveillance.

Specific advisories have been issued to Maharashtra, Haryana, and Jharkhand regarding key
actions to be taken following outbreaks as a part of outbreak response and a National workshop
has been conducted for apprising the States and UT officers regarding MR elimination, Ms.
Pawar said.
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MEASURES TAKEN TO IMPROVE WOMEN AND CHILD
HEALTH FACILITIES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The National Health Mission (NHM) envisages achievement of universal access to equitable,
affordable & quality health care services that are accountable and responsive to people’s needs.
The main programmatic components include Health System Strengthening in rural and urban
areas, Reproductive-Maternal- Neonatal-Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A), and
Communicable and Non-Communicable Diseases.

Under NHM, technical and financial support is provided to States/UTs for strengthening of their
healthcare systems based on the proposals submitted by them in their Program Implementation
Plans (PIPs), subject to availability of resources.

National Quality Assurance Standards (NQAS) was launched by Ministry of Health for
Primary and Secondary cared public health facilities. As per NQAS guidelines for
improving quality in public healthcare facilities all the institutions would undergo internal
assessments, State assessment (once in year) and national assessment (once facility get
70% and more in State assessments).

The State/UT wise details of CHC quality assessed since 2020 till 30th November 2022 is as
attached at Annexure-I.

‘LaQshya’ is a quality improvement initiative, launched in 2017 by MoHFW which aims to
accelerate the efforts toward the reduction of preventable maternal mortality and
morbidity by aiming to improve in Quality of Care during the delivery and immediate post-
partum period. The initiative specifically focuses on the care around birth provided in the
Labour room and Maternity OT. It has been initiated in all government medical college
hospitals, district hospitals & equivalent health facilities, all designated FRUs and high
case load CHCs.

The MusQan scheme was launched in 2021 to provide high-quality and safe Child-Friendly
Services in Public Health Facilities and contribute to preventable new-born child mortality and
morbidity. It makes the child-friendly services accessible and available to patients and their
parents, as well as provide a child-friendly environment, promote, protect, and support
breastfeeding, and provide respectful and dignified care to the mother/parent–attendant.

The Government of India has implemented the following programmes/schemes for ensuring
assured, dignified, respectful and quality healthcare services for every pregnant woman.

The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar stated this
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

*****

Annexure I
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The State/UT wise details of CHC quality assessed since 2020 till

30th November 2022

Name of State

Assessed

A&N Islands

-

Andhra Pradesh

115

Arunachal Pradesh

-

Assam

6

Bihar

-

Chandigarh

-

Chhattisgarh

13

DNH &DD

6

Delhi

-

Goa

2

Gujarat

112

Haryana
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24

Himachal Pradesh

2

Jammu & Kashmir

3

Jharkhand

-

Karnataka

48

Kerala

8

Ladakh

-

Lakshadweep

-

Madhya Pradesh

23

Maharashtra

3

Manipur

-

Meghalaya

-

Mizoram

-

Nagaland

-
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Odisha

10

Puducherry

-

Punjab

14

Rajasthan

30

Sikkim

-

Tamil Nadu

148

Telangana

12

Tripura

-

Uttar Pradesh

107

Uttarakhand

9

West Bengal

50

Total

745

 

*****

MV
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HFW/Measures taken to improve women and child health facilities/16 December 2022/4

The National Health Mission (NHM) envisages achievement of universal access to equitable,
affordable & quality health care services that are accountable and responsive to people’s needs.
The main programmatic components include Health System Strengthening in rural and urban
areas, Reproductive-Maternal- Neonatal-Child and Adolescent Health (RMNCH+A), and
Communicable and Non-Communicable Diseases.

Under NHM, technical and financial support is provided to States/UTs for strengthening of their
healthcare systems based on the proposals submitted by them in their Program Implementation
Plans (PIPs), subject to availability of resources.

National Quality Assurance Standards (NQAS) was launched by Ministry of Health for
Primary and Secondary cared public health facilities. As per NQAS guidelines for
improving quality in public healthcare facilities all the institutions would undergo internal
assessments, State assessment (once in year) and national assessment (once facility get
70% and more in State assessments).

The State/UT wise details of CHC quality assessed since 2020 till 30th November 2022 is as
attached at Annexure-I.

‘LaQshya’ is a quality improvement initiative, launched in 2017 by MoHFW which aims to
accelerate the efforts toward the reduction of preventable maternal mortality and
morbidity by aiming to improve in Quality of Care during the delivery and immediate post-
partum period. The initiative specifically focuses on the care around birth provided in the
Labour room and Maternity OT. It has been initiated in all government medical college
hospitals, district hospitals & equivalent health facilities, all designated FRUs and high
case load CHCs.

The MusQan scheme was launched in 2021 to provide high-quality and safe Child-Friendly
Services in Public Health Facilities and contribute to preventable new-born child mortality and
morbidity. It makes the child-friendly services accessible and available to patients and their
parents, as well as provide a child-friendly environment, promote, protect, and support
breastfeeding, and provide respectful and dignified care to the mother/parent–attendant.

The Government of India has implemented the following programmes/schemes for ensuring
assured, dignified, respectful and quality healthcare services for every pregnant woman.

The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar stated this
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

*****

Annexure I

The State/UT wise details of CHC quality assessed since 2020 till

30th November 2022

Name of State
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Assessed

A&N Islands

-

Andhra Pradesh

115

Arunachal Pradesh

-

Assam

6

Bihar

-

Chandigarh

-

Chhattisgarh

13

DNH &DD

6

Delhi

-

Goa

2

Gujarat

112

Haryana

24

Himachal Pradesh

2



Page 41

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Jammu & Kashmir

3

Jharkhand

-

Karnataka

48

Kerala

8

Ladakh

-

Lakshadweep

-

Madhya Pradesh

23

Maharashtra

3

Manipur

-

Meghalaya

-

Mizoram

-

Nagaland

-

Odisha

10

Puducherry
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-

Punjab

14

Rajasthan

30

Sikkim

-

Tamil Nadu

148

Telangana

12

Tripura

-

Uttar Pradesh

107

Uttarakhand

9

West Bengal

50

Total

745

 

*****

MV

HFW/Measures taken to improve women and child health facilities/16 December 2022/4
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2022-12-17

MEASURES TAKEN TO REDUCE TB CASES IN INDIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The incidence of TB in India has reduced by 18% from 256/lakh population in 2015 to 210/lakh
population in 2021. At the same time, the estimates of Drug Resistant TB in India have reduced
by 20% from 1.49 lakh in 2015 to 1.19 lakh in 2021.

The following measures have been taken by the Government to reduce the number of TB and
MDR-TB cases in the country:

The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar stated this
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

*****

MV

HFW/Measures taken to reduce TB cases in India/16 December 2022/3

The incidence of TB in India has reduced by 18% from 256/lakh population in 2015 to 210/lakh
population in 2021. At the same time, the estimates of Drug Resistant TB in India have reduced
by 20% from 1.49 lakh in 2015 to 1.19 lakh in 2021.

The following measures have been taken by the Government to reduce the number of TB and
MDR-TB cases in the country:

The Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar stated this
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

*****
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HFW/Measures taken to reduce TB cases in India/16 December 2022/3
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GOOD GOVERNANCE BEYOND MOTHERHOOD AND
APPLE PIE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter
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‘The use of technology is critical in engendering good governance’ | Photo Credit: Getty
Images/iStockphoto

“So, they [the government] go on in strange paradox, decided only to be undecided, resolved to
be irresolute, adamant for drift, solid for fluidity, all-powerful for impotency,” said Sir Winston
Churchill on governance.

Churchill’s definition of (bad) governance is applicable even 100 years after he spoke so
sagaciously. One of the big achievements of Prime Minister Narendra Modi is that while
administrative reforms are, usually, all about motherhood and apple pie proclamations such as
“wash your hand before you eat”, he has turned at least some of it into action. Usually, good
governance has meant cliches and platitudes such as “corruption is bad for good governance”,
“we should cut red-tape in the country”, and “we should use more e-governance in India”, but
that is now a thing of the past.

First, the Modi government (thanks to the stellar work of economist Bibek Debroy) has repealed
an estimated 2,000 Acts, statuettes and subordinate legislation which include dozens of
Appropriation acts, the Excise Act 1863, Foreign Recruiting Act 1874, Elephants Preservation
Act 1879, and Bengal Districts Act, 1836 to name just a few. There is a long way to go,
especially for State governments, where such obsolete laws are often tools for rent seeking.

Karnataka is one of India’s fastest growing States, with a GSDP of 20.50 lakh crore, 38.34 lakh
enterprises, 9.2 lakh provident fund payers, and 70.84 lakh workers. It has 1.1 crore students in
schools and 21.8 lakh students pursuing higher education. The State is also the highest exporter
of IT services. However, Karnataka ranked 17th in the 2019 Business Reforms Action Plan
(BRAP) national rankings, and this presents a significant opportunity for driving institutional
reforms with respect to compliance. Avantis RegTech has studied industries and compliance
across Indian States and concludes that Karnataka features in the top five States in India in
terms of compliance burden. This report highlights 26,134 criminal clauses across India and
almost 40% of compliances can send an entrepreneur to jail. Karnataka’s employers confront a
total of 1,175 State-specific jail clauses and ranks among the top five in the country. A micro,

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/over-1500-obsolete-acts-to-be-repealed-in-winter-parliament-session-rijiju/article66046283.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/over-1500-obsolete-acts-to-be-repealed-in-winter-parliament-session-rijiju/article66046283.ece
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small and medium enterprise operating in Karnataka currently deals with an average of 778
compliances annually across labour, finance, and taxation, secretarial, environment, health and
safety, industry-specific and commercial categories. Imagine the scope for similar good
governance across sectors and across 30 States.

Second, for 30 years from 1998, any pecuniary benefit to any private parties, without public
interest, regardless of whether there was an intent to cause such gains or not, was construed as
criminal misconduct by a public servant. Therefore, even honest officers had to face this cruel
law. Thus, if one were to buy laptops from vendor x for a department, and vendor z offered it a
few thousands cheaper, one could be hauled up, even without mens rea. This government
finally scrapped this provision of the Prevention of Corruption Act, thereby enabling good
governance, by allowing officers to act without fear.

Third, another possible small step towards good governance is the DigiLocker (an integral part
of the India stack) now has more than five billion documents and 100 million users. Likewise, the
Union and State governments can set up enterprise DigiLockers to store all documents that any
small or large business is expected to possess (Pan card, GSTN number, Aadhaar card, bank
account details, etc.). Multiple departments which seek the same information over and again
(often charging a price for it) can just download these at the click of a button. It is simple to set
up and will enable another kind of good governance. Karnataka has implemented KUTUMBA
(family beneficiary database), FRUITS (Farmer Registration and Unified beneficiary Information
System), SVAMITVA (drone-based property and land mapping, or Survey of Villages Abadi and
Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village Areas) and GraamaOne (single point assistance
centre for citizen centric activities at panchayat level), all leading to more good governance.

Editorial | Cleaning up: on reviewing laws in India

Fourth, today no State government or the Government of India has any common portal, through
which businesses even get to know fully the extent of the compliance burden which is spread
across multiple departments and agencies. The simplest thing to do would be to create a
common portal where all the compliances for a particular industry are listed as well as an update
of periodic changes to government orders or any court judgment. This will ensure that an
entrepreneur or a businessman does not have to search for information across 40 to 50 different
websites. The Reserve Bank of India has the concept of a “master circular” which should be
adopted by governments too.

Fifth, the use of technology is critical in engendering good governance. Some examples abound
in Government already, and many more are possible. There are startups such as Avantari and
Rephrase.ai which use artificial intelligence and machine learning (AI/ML) to create “mass
personalization” in advertising and communication. Imagine the Prime Minister or a Chief
Minister addressing every citizen of his constituency by name and having a personalised
message about the various welfare schemes. Or a Chief Minister inviting the Top Fortune 500
CEOs by name and with a specific incentive about their industry, to invest in his State. All this is
happening with AI-augmented videos.

Lastly, everyone aspires for a better standard of living and life — this is as universal as the sun
rising in the East. I can bet there is no one in India who does not want the quality of health care
that is there in Scandinavia or the United States. However, India’s tax to GDP ratio hovers
around 11%-12% as against 45% in the U.S. One is not aware of a single Budget meeting
where any industry association or leader would say tax us more in national interest and use the
funds to improve primary health care in the country. Everyone says, leave me alone, but tax my
neighbour. So, where should the Indian government find resources for providing U.S.-like health
care with India-like taxes? Good governance is also the responsibility of enlightened citizens

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/cleaning-up/article22084026.ece
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who should give some thought to complex trade-offs like these and not just only demand good
governance but also contribute to it.

In sum, India has made a lot of progress on good governance beyond motherhood, but it is an
endless journey; not a one-off destination to be reached. As India enters its good governance
week (December 19-25, 2022), we can be satisfied that we will soon prove Churchill wrong.

Srivatsa Krishna is an IAS officer. The views expressed are personal; @srivatsakrishna
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2022-12-19

MINT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

In the penalty shoot out, Argentina beats France by 4-2. Earlier, minutes of Messi scored for
Argentina and giving the team lead in extra time, France Mbappe hit his third goal, levelling the
score 3-3.. Catch all the live action with LiveMint here.

As the Les Blues (France) tried defend their title of World Cup winners with the amazing trio –
Mbappe, Griezman and Giroud, Argentina relied on its superman Lionel Messi to bring the World
Cup title home after a gap of 36 years. Messi's magic worked, and despite difficulties, Argentina
lifted the FIFA World Cup 2022 in penalty shoot out. Argentina defeated France by 4-2 in
penalties. 

Cricketer Sachin Tendulkar wishes Argentina for the classic game saying, many congratulations
to Argentina on doing this for Messi! Wonderful comeback from the way they started the
campaign.

Special mention to Martinez for the spectacular save towards the end of extra time. That was a
clear indication to me that Argentina would clinch this. 

Many congratulations to Argentina on doing this for Messi! Wonderful comeback from the way
they started the campaign.

Special mention to Martinez for the spectacular save towards the end of extra time. That was a
clear indication to me that Argentina would clinch this. pic.twitter.com/KoXOTl1fSE

Congratulating Argentina, Chidambaram tweets, the match came to life after 72 minutes and
thousands of hearts would have missed several beats. Ultimately, Argentina and Messi
deserved to win. 

The match came to life after 72 minutes and thousands of hearts would have missed several
beats

Ultimately, Argentina and Messi deserved to win. Congratulations to the winner of the World Cup
2022

Biocon boss Kiran Shaw tweets, what a FIFA final! The first half dominated by Argentina, the
second half dominated by France and the match finally saluted Messi!

What a FIFA final! The first half dominated by Argentina, the second half dominated by France
and the match finally saluted Messi!

Sundar Pichai, CEO of Google and Alphabet, enthralled by the FIFA world cup final, tweets, one
of the greatest games ever. Well played Argentina and France. Jogo Bonito. Nobody deserves it
more than Messi, imho the greatest ever to play the game. What a swansong

One of the greatest games ever. Well played Argentina and France. Jogo Bonito. Nobody
deserves it more than #messi, imho the greatest ever to play the game. What a swansong.
#FIFAWorldCup

Prince and Princess of Wales congratulates Argentina and Messi

https://t.co/KoXOTl1fSE
https://twitter.com/hashtag/messi?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FIFAWorldCup?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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What. A. Final. Congratulations to Argentina and to Messi. ?!

Commiserations to France - both teams played brilliantly. W

It is wild in Buenos Aires Argentina  right now pic.twitter.com/io1GCz59k0

Justin Trudeau tweeted Congratulations, Argentina! The 2022 World Cup has come to an end,
but let’s keep the excitement going – the World Cup is coming to Canada, the United States,
and Mexico in 2026. We’re looking forward to hosting the tournament with our North American
friends!

Congratulations, Argentina! The 2022 World Cup has come to an end, but let’s keep the
excitement going – the World Cup is coming to Canada, the United States, and Mexico in 2026.
We’re looking forward to hosting the tournament with our North American friends! #United2026 

Leo Messi: 

Barça legend
Argentina legend
Football legend pic.twitter.com/C6OY7uQYtq

Watch singer Ricky Martin celebrating Argentina win

Que partido Dios. Enhorabuena #Argentina #WorldCup pic.twitter.com/1lLtIVV7Xr

Congrats to Argentina and to the GOAT, Lionel Messi, for an amazing World Cup victory, former
US President Barack Obama tweets

Congrats to Argentina and to the GOAT, Lionel Messi, for an amazing World Cup victory.
https://t.co/TkPRhReOV9

Siempre juntos, siempre unidos. SOMOS CAMPEONES DEL MUNDO  No hay más palabras.
GRACIAS @Argentina. pic.twitter.com/buJir0MZTR

Congratulations to France for a spirited performance at the #FIFAWorldCup! They also delighted
Football fans with their skill and sportsmanship on the way to the finals. @EmmanuelMacron

Les Bleus nous ont fait rêver.

#FIFAWorldCup | #Qatar2022 pic.twitter.com/2FPSlwF2YM

The moment he's dreamed about  pic.twitter.com/xGq3thFQvI

   pic.twitter.com/L2QO9h85hf

The golden glove award is given to Argentina's Emi Martinez. 

Golden Ball goes, just as it did in 2014, to Argentina's Messi.

MESSI  pic.twitter.com/tT3GPK0vMd

France Kylian Mbappe get his golden boot for top goalscorer in the FIFA World Cup 2022
tournament. 

https://t.co/io1GCz59k0
https://twitter.com/hashtag/United2026?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/C6OY7uQYtq
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Argentina?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WorldCup?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/1lLtIVV7Xr
https://t.co/TkPRhReOV9
https://twitter.com/Argentina?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/buJir0MZTR
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FIFAWorldCup?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/EmmanuelMacron?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FIFAWorldCup?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Qatar2022?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/2FPSlwF2YM
https://t.co/xGq3thFQvI
https://t.co/L2QO9h85hf
https://t.co/tT3GPK0vMd
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Young player of the tournament award goes to Enzo Fernandez of Argentina.

5: Brazil (1958, 1962, 1970, 1994, 2002)

4: Italy (1934, 1938, 1982, 2006), Germany (1954, 1974, 1990, 2014)

3: Argentina (1978, 1986, 2022)

2: Uruguay (1930, 1950), France (1998, 2018)

1: England (1966), Spain (2010)

Argentina becomes first South American Team since 2002. Brazil was the last country to lift it.

#Qatar2022  Enzo Fernández: "Me nace así, no sé. Estar acá, tener la posibilidad de ganar un
Mundial con mi país no tiene precio. Toda mi familia está acá, lo voy a llevar para siempre en el
corazón".

ARGENTINA ARE THE WORLD CHAMPIONS#FIFAWorldCup | #Qatar2022
pic.twitter.com/hcGjBf5E98

In the penalty shoot out, Argentina beats France by 4-2

Earlier, minutes of Messi scored for Argentina and giving the team lead in extra time, France
Mbappe hit his third goal, levelling the score 3-3.

With the extra time ends in a draw, penalty shoot outs to follow now between France and
Australia. 

ET 26 min: GOALLLLLL……Mbappe levels again in Penalty

France's Mbappe has yet again levelled the score, by hiting the penalty. With this, he has
becomeonly the second player in history to score a hat-trick in the final, after Geoff Hurst in
1966.

Argentina 3-3 France

Messi gives Argentina a lead again, Argentina 3-2 France 2

Second half of extra time begins. 

Lautaro Martinez gets a golden chance to score, but Upamecano denies him, as he studs
deflect the ball wide left of goal.

De Paul and Alvarez make way for Paredes and Lautaro Martinez.

Romero stands on Mbappe’s foot, but escapes a yellow card as referee is lenient, as the flag
had already gone up for offside.

With Mbappe levelling the score 2-2 against Argentina, the match has gone to extra time. 

Giroud on the bench after substitution, is booked for showing dissent.

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Qatar2022?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FIFAWorldCup?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Qatar2022?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/hcGjBf5E98
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Mbappe levels it up for France. What a finish!!#ARG 2-2 #FRA pic.twitter.com/FxDb6xNGCk

Mbappe gets one back from the spot#ARG 2-1 #FRA pic.twitter.com/JkvXL16Dyz

Following the quick goals by Mbappe, that leveled the game 2-2, eight minutes have been
added more post second half.

Les Bleus' Thuram was awarded with a Yellow Card following his goes over Fernandez’s leg in
their box.

Within just 97 seconds after scoring the first goal, Mbappe smashed the second goal for France
and this leveled the score 2-2. Now Argentina 2-2 France.

Mbappe takes the penalty shot and hits bulls eye, as Martinez couldn't stop it. Argentina 2-1
France. 

France gets penalty, Mbappe takes shot. 

Lusail Stadium is packed to a full house of 88,966 football supporters.

Griezmann and Hernandez make way for Coman and Camavinga.

Angel di Maria replaced by Marcos Acuna.

The Latin American nation have had nine, with five on target, while still haven’t had an attempt
on goal.

Les Blues' Rabiot booked for a dangerous challenge on De Paul. Awarded a Yellow card.

Di Maria gets stopped by Theo Hernandez outside the box. Messi takes the shot, but the ball get
deflected by stunning header by Griezmann.  

It can be called as nearly a horror start to the second half for France, as Argentine players
continue their aggressive approach.

There is no change for Argentina or France as of now.

Second-half begins

 Group stage
 Round of 16
 Quarter-final
 Semi-final
 Final

Messi has led the way at this #FIFAWorldCup  pic.twitter.com/vx3FqDQTwk

Lionel Messi has now become the first player in World Cup history to have scored in the group
stage, round of 16, quarter-final, semi-final and final in a single edition of the tournament.

With Messi's penalty goal and Di Maria striding the pass by Mac Allister into the box and scoring
for Argentina, has given the Latin American nation 2-0 lead against the Les Bleus.

https://twitter.com/hashtag/ARG?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FRA?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/FxDb6xNGCk
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ARG?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FRA?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/JkvXL16Dyz
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FIFAWorldCup?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/vx3FqDQTwk
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There will be seven added first-half minutes.

Thuram and Muani replace Giroud and Dembele post Argentina score 2 goals.

Glorious Argentina goal finished by Di Maria#ARG 2-0 #FRA pic.twitter.com/PX9qD4teEj

Looks like Argentina have taken total control as Di Maria scored the second goal for Argentina.

Aggressive Argentina have taken control over the match, while the Les Bleus looks strangely
shapeless.

Messi takes corner again after he was stopped by Hernandez and collided with him. However,
the corner did not work as expected by the Argentine player.

Messi from the spot#ARG 1-0 #FRA pic.twitter.com/wa6HdymXgj

Lionel Messi scores for Argentina again. Leads Argentina 2-1. 

Lionel Messi slipped De Paul into the space down right, which he cuts back for Messi. When
Messi misses and then Di Maria missed the chance to score as hits the ball over the bar.

Another aerial battle up as Rabiot half clears the ball.

5 min: While going for a header, Upamecano knocks Messi down. Argentina gets free-kick near
the halfway mark.

The battle for the FIFA World Cup 2022 title begins at Lusail stadium. 

Enough of all this build-up stuff. The teams are on their way out. National anthems of France
and Argentina are being played now. Match to begin anytime soon. 

The Argentine star player and Captain is about to break the record for the most ever World Cup
appearances by a male player.

Prior to him, only legendary German midfielder Lothar Matthaus had the record. This is Messi's
26th appearance in a World Cup match.

The line-ups are in!

Today's #FIFAWorldCup Final Starting XIs for Argentina and France 

The closing ceremony of the FIFA World Cup Final 2022 is done and dusted. Now in just 40
minutes the most excited match will begin.

FIFA President Gianni Infantino on 18 December said that Fifa is to reconsider the format of the
2026 World Cup in the United States, Mexico and Canada, reported BBC.

The teams will increase from 32 to 48 for the competition and were set to be divided into 16
groups of three, with the top two progressing to the last 32, the report added.

In Qatar, the group stages included some exciting final games as countries tried to secure a top-
two place to qualify for the last 16.

https://twitter.com/hashtag/ARG?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FRA?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/PX9qD4teEj
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ARG?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FRA?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/wa6HdymXgj
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FIFAWorldCup?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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The four-team group format, with the top two going through to the knockout stages, has been
used since the men's World Cup expanded to 32 teams in 1998, the report said.

Voici le 11 de départ pour notre      contre l'Argentine 

Coup d'envoi 16h00 sur @TF1 

    #ARGFRA | #FiersdetreBleus pic.twitter.com/99GpTLVJsF

Adrien Rabiot returns from illness in one of two changes to the France team for Sunday's World
Cup final against Lionel Messi's Argentina, for whom Angel Di Maria comes into the side.

Midfielder Rabiot and centre-back Dayot Upamecano were both left out of the French side for
the semi-final win over Morocco after contracting a virus which has also affected other members
of the France squad.

However, they are both back in the line-up named by coach Didier Deschamps, as Youssouf
Fofana and Ibrahima Konate make way.

The rest of the French line-up is unchanged, with centre-back Raphael Varane able to play
despite missing training on Friday with cold-like symptoms.

Meanwhile, Olivier Giroud retains his place in the French attack with Kylian Mbappe on the left,
despite some suggestions that the latter would play through the middle and Marcus Thuram
would start.

The introduction of the experienced Di Maria is the only change to the Argentina side that beat
Croatia 3-0 in the semi-finals.

The Juventus winger takes the place of midfielder Leandro Paredes, joining Messi and Julian
Alvarez in a three-man attack.

Messi is the lone survivor from the Argentina team that started the 2014 final defeat by
Germany. Di Maria was also in the squad but missed that game because of injury.

Courtesy: AFP

Legendary Brazilian footballer Ronaldinho has shared a heart-melting message for former FC
Barcelona captain Lionel Messi with Argentina all set to lock horns with France in the FIFA
World Cup 2022 finals.

"For me, Messi is a brother, a little brother... All he needs is this World Cup, and I hope he can
make this dream come true," Telefoot quoted Ronaldinho as saying.

With football-crazy Kolkata, along with the rest of the world, eagerly waiting for the World Cup
final on Sunday evening, cafés in the metropolis have decked up to screen the match to patrons
who can enjoy it while having their favourite food and beverages.

Café Kolkata-32, a new but already popular hangout zone in the Bijoygarh-Golf Green area in
the southern part of the city, have decorated the establishment with photographs of Lionel
Messi, Christiano Ronaldo, Julian Alvarez, Kylian Mbappe, Olivier Giroud along with all-time
greats such as Diego Maradona.

https://twitter.com/TF1?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ARGFRA?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FiersdetreBleus?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/99GpTLVJsF
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The café expects a section of patrons to stay back till the end of the match and has put seats
and tables in front of a large screen.

The establishment has decorated its entrance and interiors with the flags of the participating
nations, including the blue-white stripes of Argentina and blue-white-red of France, the finalists.

Kamalika Ghosh Banik, the owner of 4 Coins café in the Lake Gardens area, said that the
establishment has earmarked an area for watching the match and savour food at the same time.

Chinaatherium in Lake Gardens area has adorned its entrance with flags of different footballing
nations including India and interiors with jerseys and photographs of the football stars and made
necessary arrangements for screening like in previous rounds during which a packed hall was
witnessed.

Courtesy: PTI

Argentina (4-4-2): Martínez; Molina, Romero, Otamendi, Acuña; Di María, De Paul, Enzo
Fernández, Mac Allister; Messi, Álvarez.

France (4-3-3): Lloris, Koundé, Varane, Upamecano, T.Hernandez; Tchouaméni, Rabiot,
Griezmann; O.Dembélé, Giroud, Mbappé.

With just one and half hours left for biggest battle of sports to begin, Qatar administration has
tightened the security outside Lusail Stadium. Riot police on horses, with helicopters in the sky
keeping a close watch on proceedings.

Kylian Mbappé  can become only the second player to win two World Cup titles before turning
24 years old, after Brazil legend Pelé. #FIFAWorldCup#Qatar2022#FRA#Arg #ARGFRA
pic.twitter.com/iFjEc6Ll4k

As per the current tally, both Mbappe and Messi are tied on five goals in the FIFA World Cup
2022. While Alvarez and Giroud have scored four times.

SRK, whose upcoming movie Pathaan is set for release in January 2023, went for an Ask Me
Anything (AMA) session on December 17. During the interaction, one of his fans asked whom
the actor would be supporting in the world cup final. Khan said Mbappe was a “treat to watch".
However, “the heart says Messi," he added. “Arre yaar the heart says Messi no?? But Mbappa
is a treat to watch also," Khan replied.

Read More Here.

Three hours.

Just to get you warmed up for later  #FIFAWorldCup #Qatar2022

How Messi's #FIFAWorldCup story started  

But how will it end? pic.twitter.com/r5bWeRvnmB

Gary Lineker has reserved the highest praise for Lionel Messi  #FIFAWorldCup

Argentine goalkeeper Emiliano Martínez hinted that Messi could return for the 2026 World Cup
and capable of playing 'until he's 50'.

https://twitter.com/hashtag/FIFAWorldCup?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Qatar2022?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FRA?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Arg?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ARGFRA?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/iFjEc6Ll4k
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FIFAWorldCup?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Qatar2022?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FIFAWorldCup?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/r5bWeRvnmB
https://twitter.com/hashtag/FIFAWorldCup?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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Despite Messi will be 39 when the next World Cup rolls around in 2026 in Canada, Mexico and
the United States, the Aston Villa goalkeeper opines that the Paris Saint-Germain forward's
unique physical and technical qualities will push forward him to play for Argentina.

"For me, he can play until he is 50. He looks really sharp and he looks so good. He makes
things look easy – it’s the hardest thing to do," goal.com quoted Martinez as saying when he
was speaking with Footballers Lives.

Read More Here

Download the App to get 14 days of unlimited access to Mint Premium absolutely free!

Download the Mint app and read premium stories

Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.

You are just one step away from creating your watchlist!

Oops! Looks like you have exceeded the limit to bookmark the image. Remove some to
bookmark this image.

Your session has expired, please login again.

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.

This is a subscriber only feature Subscribe Now to get daily updates on WhatsApp

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)


Page 56

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2022-12-19

PM CONGRATULATES INDIAN TEAM FOR WINNING T-
20 WORLD CUP FOR THE BLIND

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated the Indian Team for winning the T-20
World Cup for the Blind.

Sharing a tweet by Differently Abled Cricket Council of India, the Prime Minister tweeted;

“India is proud of our athletes.  Delighted that we have won the T-20 World Cup for the Blind.
Congratulations to our team and best wishes to them for their future endeavours.”

India is proud of our athletes. Delighted that we have won the T-20 World Cup for the Blind.
Congratulations to our team and best wishes to them for their future endeavours.
https://t.co/W3eQMo3LRn

*****

DS/TS

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has congratulated the Indian Team for winning the T-20
World Cup for the Blind.

Sharing a tweet by Differently Abled Cricket Council of India, the Prime Minister tweeted;

“India is proud of our athletes.  Delighted that we have won the T-20 World Cup for the Blind.
Congratulations to our team and best wishes to them for their future endeavours.”
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A 5 MEMBER DARPG DELEGATION LED BY
SECRETARY DARPG V. SRINIVAS VISITED BHOPAL
YESTERDAY TO DRAWN UP THE ROADMAP FOR
COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE DARPG AND
GOVERNMENT OF MADHYA PRADESH

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

A 5 member DARPG delegation led by Secretary DARPG V.Srinivas visited Bhopal on
December 16, 2022 to drawn up the roadmap for collaboration between the DARPG and
Government of Madhya Pradesh. The DARPG delegation held an official meeting with Chief
Secretary Shri Iqbal Singh Bains, Additional Chief Secretary GAD Shri Vinod Kumar, Principal
Secretary to Chief Minister Shri Manish Rastogi and other senior officials.

 

Secretary DARPG V.Srinivas congratulated Chief Secretary Government of Madhya Pradesh
Iqbal Singh Bains for achieving 7.3 percent growth in the Good Governance Index 2021, strong
performance in the National e-Services Delivery Assessment 2021 and implementation of
several award winning models of Good Governance under the Scheme for PM’s Awards for
Excellence in Public Administration in Madhya Pradesh.

 

These include the Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) project in Indore city, the Poshan Abhiyan in
Datiya district and the Aspirational District Program in Khandwa district. Madhya Pradesh had
performed strongly in the National e-Services Delivery Assessment Report 2021 with 5th rank
through the timely implementation of the Public Services Guarantee Act, the Lok Sewa
Department and adoption of the model “e-Governance to We-Governance”.

The following roadmap for collaboration was drawn up:
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The DARPG delegation called on Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan
and appraised him on the deliberations and the proposed roadmap for collaboration.
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The DARPG delegation visited the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Centre for Good Governance and met
Shri Pratik Hajela CEO AIGGPA and senior officials. The DARPG delegation visited the CM
Helpline and and interacted with Director Shri Sandip Asthana. They appreciated the timely and
quality grievance redressal that is being provided through the CM Helpline platform. The CM
Helpline represents a role model for grievance redressal systems in India with effective feedback
and ranking of Departments. The integration of CPGRAMS with State Grievance Portal through
web API’s had enabled seamless transfer of Public Grievances between Government of MP and
DARPG.

The DARPG delegation comprised of Secretary DARPG Shri V.Srinivas, Joint Secretary Shri
N.B.S.Rajput, Director Shri K.Sanjayan, Deputy Secretary Smt. Prisca Mathew and Under
Secretary Shri Santosh Kumar.

 

<><><><><>
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A 5 member DARPG delegation led by Secretary DARPG V.Srinivas visited Bhopal on
December 16, 2022 to drawn up the roadmap for collaboration between the DARPG and
Government of Madhya Pradesh. The DARPG delegation held an official meeting with Chief
Secretary Shri Iqbal Singh Bains, Additional Chief Secretary GAD Shri Vinod Kumar, Principal
Secretary to Chief Minister Shri Manish Rastogi and other senior officials.



Page 60

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

 

Secretary DARPG V.Srinivas congratulated Chief Secretary Government of Madhya Pradesh
Iqbal Singh Bains for achieving 7.3 percent growth in the Good Governance Index 2021, strong
performance in the National e-Services Delivery Assessment 2021 and implementation of
several award winning models of Good Governance under the Scheme for PM’s Awards for
Excellence in Public Administration in Madhya Pradesh.

 

These include the Swachh Bharat Mission (Urban) project in Indore city, the Poshan Abhiyan in
Datiya district and the Aspirational District Program in Khandwa district. Madhya Pradesh had
performed strongly in the National e-Services Delivery Assessment Report 2021 with 5th rank
through the timely implementation of the Public Services Guarantee Act, the Lok Sewa
Department and adoption of the model “e-Governance to We-Governance”.

The following roadmap for collaboration was drawn up:
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The DARPG delegation called on Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan
and appraised him on the deliberations and the proposed roadmap for collaboration.
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The DARPG delegation visited the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Centre for Good Governance and met
Shri Pratik Hajela CEO AIGGPA and senior officials. The DARPG delegation visited the CM
Helpline and and interacted with Director Shri Sandip Asthana. They appreciated the timely and
quality grievance redressal that is being provided through the CM Helpline platform. The CM
Helpline represents a role model for grievance redressal systems in India with effective feedback
and ranking of Departments. The integration of CPGRAMS with State Grievance Portal through
web API’s had enabled seamless transfer of Public Grievances between Government of MP and
DARPG.

The DARPG delegation comprised of Secretary DARPG Shri V.Srinivas, Joint Secretary Shri
N.B.S.Rajput, Director Shri K.Sanjayan, Deputy Secretary Smt. Prisca Mathew and Under
Secretary Shri Santosh Kumar.
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India is home to the largest adolescent population in the world. The National Family Health
Surveys indicate that a significant proportion of Indian teenagers are sexually active.

According to an analysis by Enfold Proactive Health Trust, ‘romantic cases’ (where the
relationship was consensual, according to the girls, their family members, or the court)
constituted 24.3% of the total cases registered and disposed under the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act between 2016 and 2020 by special courts in Assam,
Maharashtra and West Bengal. While POCSO’s objective is to protect children below 18 years
from sexual abuse, its unintended effect has been the criminal prosecution and the deprivation
of liberty of young people in consensual relationships. The law is also used by parents of
adolescent girls to curtail sexual expression and “safeguard family honour”. The ensuing criminal
investigation and trial and the simultaneous inquiry under the child protection system have an
adverse impact on the adolescents’ development, education, employment, self-esteem, social
reputation, and family life. For the adolescent boys, the long-term consequences of a conviction
for statutory rape are incarceration and inclusion in the sex offenders registry.

The law casts adolescent girls as “victims”, thus rendering them voiceless. These girls are
institutionalised in children’s homes when they refuse to return to their parents. Adolescent boys
are by default treated as children in conflict with the law and can even be tried as adults. Such
blanket criminalisation of consensual sexual acts among or with adolescents is in gross
oversight of their sexual development, bodily integrity and autonomy, and violates their right to
life, privacy, and dignity. The penal approach also impedes adolescents’ right to barrier-free
access to sexual and reproductive health services and information recognised under the
Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram. The mandatory reporting obligation under the POCSO
Act and the fear of the partner being reported to the police deters girls from availing themselves
of medical services and inadvertently pushes them towards unsafe abortions.

The inclusion of consensual and non-exploitative acts involving adolescents detracts from the
purpose of the POCSO Act and diverts time and resources from the investigation and trial of
actual cases of sexual violence and exploitation. The median time between the lodging of the
FIR and the disposal of such romantic cases was 1.4 years in Assam and 2.3 years each in
Maharashtra and West Bengal.
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According to Crime in India, 2021, 92.6% of cases under the POCSO Act were pending
disposal. Consensual cases among these are overburdening the criminal justice system. The
futility of using the criminal law to regulate adolescent sexuality is also evinced by the
abnormally high acquittal rates (93.8% in romantic cases) and the fact that the girl did not say
anything incriminating against the accused in 81.5% of the cases. Further, in 46.5% of the
cases, the victims were married to the accused. The acquittal rate in these cases was 98.1% as
many courts did not wish to disturb the marital life of the couple.

Many High Courts have recognised that adolescent relationships are normal and criminalisation
of such acts affects both parties. In Vijayalakshmi v. State Rep. (2021), the Madras High Court
cited evidence that “adolescent romance is an important developmental marker for adolescents’
self-identity, functioning and capacity for intimacy”.

The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in General Comment No. 20 on
the implementation of the rights of the child during adolescence urged states to balance
protection of children from sexual exploitation and abuse with respect for their evolving
autonomy and recommended that “[s]tates should avoid criminalizing adolescents of similar
ages for factually consensual and non-exploitative sexual activity.” In 2019, it urged states to
remove status offences, which criminalise adolescents who engage in consensual sexual acts
with one another.

Comprehensive sexuality education is needed to bridge knowledge gaps, build positive skills
and attitudes so as to enable adolescents to make informed decisions and navigate through
interpersonal relationships, while also realising the importance of their health and dignity. Equal
efforts need to be directed towards imparting knowledge, skills and attitudes to vulnerable
groups such as children with disabilities or those out of schools.

An amendment needs to be considered to the POCSO Act and the Indian Penal Code to
decriminalise consensual acts involving adolescents above 16 years, while also ensuring that
those above 16 years and below 18 years are protected against non-consensual acts. A
provision recognising consent by those above 16 years may be considered, while criminalising
acts against them if it is against their will, without their consent, or where their consent has been
obtained through fear of death or hurt, intoxication, or if the accused is in a position of authority.
Till such time as the law is amended, law enforcement agencies, child welfare committees and
juvenile justice boards may consider exercising the discretion available to them under existing
provisions in the best interest of children, so as to avoid/minimise the harm caused by arrest,
apprehension, and institutionalisation of adolescents in consensual cases.
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INDIA’S SMART CITIES MISSION WINS THE PLATINUM
ICON IN DIGITAL INDIA AWARDS 2022

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

 

 

The Smart Cities Mission, Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs won the Platinum Icon in the
Digital India Awards 2022 for their initiative “DataSmart Cities: Empowering Cities through
Data” under the ‘Data Sharing and Use for Socio Economic Development’ category. The award
was announce on 19th December 2022. The DataSmart Cities Initiative is a key step in creating
a robust data ecosystem that enables evidence-based decision-making in cities.

The Digital India Awards (DIA) is a prestigious National competition that seeks to encourage and
honour innovative digital solutions by government entities in realising the Digital India vision. The
category ‘Data Sharing and Use for Socio Economic Development’ emphasizes on sharing of
Government Data by Ministries/Departments/Organizations, States, Cities and ULBs to create a
vibrant data ecosystem in the country for analysis, decision-making, innovation, services,
economic development and public good.

Digital India Awards – Ministry of Electronics & IT (MeitY)

 The Awards instituted in 2009 are one of a kind in India for honouring the efforts of different
Government entities in the digital realm. These are conducted by the National Informatics Centre
(NIC) under the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY). The seventh edition of
Digital India Awards (DIA) is being held in 2022.

Digital India Awards (DIA) presents an opportunity to bring to the fore digital initiatives being
adopted to transform India into a digitally empowered society & knowledge economy. These
awards are instituted under the aegis of National Portal of India to encourage and honour
innovative digital solutions by government entities at all levels. DIA 2022 aims to inspire and
motivate not only government entities but also start-ups in fulfilling the Digital India vision.

Detailed information can be obtained from https://digitalindiaawards.india.gov.in/.

 

DataSmart Cities Initiative – Smart Cities Mission

            DataSmart Cities initiative aims to harnesses the power of data for better
governance in India’s 100 Smart Cities. Based on a ‘People, Platform, Process’ strategy,
this initiative is leading to convergence of Ministry’s efforts for performance
management, empowerment of communities, and research, co-creation & open
innovation.

To leverage and utilize valuable data being generated in cities via network of intelligent devices
and systems, the Smart Cities Mission, MoHUA launched the DataSmart Cities (DSC) Initiative
across 100 Smart Cities. The DSC uses a three-pronged approach – People, Process, Platforms

https://digitalindiaawards.india.gov.in/
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– to imbibe a culture of data awareness and data usage in city functioning.

 Propagating the importance of data for accelerating the power of city’s existing initiatives,
various digital platforms such as Smart Cities Open Data Portal (SCODP), India Urban
Observatory (IUO), India Urban Data Exchange (IUDX), Assessment & Monitoring Platform for
Liveable, Inclusive & Future-ready urban India (AMPLIFI) and Geo-spatial Management
Information System (GMIS) have been developed to enable cities better manage, share, and
leverage available data. These platforms together host 55,000+ datasets and 1,400+ APIs
engaging 15 Lakh+ users for evidence-based planning, cross-city assessments, multi-
disciplinary research and improving socio-economic outcomes.

The program has institutionalised a Data Ecosystem in cities through 100 City Data Offices and
more than 50 Data Policies. The Smart Cities Open Data Portal has transformed from zero to all
100 Smart Cities now publishing open datasets and contributing to data blogs and visualizations,
leading to 1.2+ lakh downloads and ~6 lakh views. This initiative has led to generation of more
than 180 innovative, scalable, and replicable use cases in collaboration with various
stakeholders that are being utilized by cities for better functioning and citizen engagement vis.
Vadodara Medical Green Corridor, Surat Real-time Bus Seat Occupancy, Agartala Smart Traffic
Control, among others.

The success of this initiative in 100 Smart Cities has a potential to create a virtuous cycle of
improvement, with transformational impact of data on all cities in India.

For more information visit: https://dsc.smartcities.gov.in/
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The Smart Cities Mission, Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs won the Platinum Icon in the
Digital India Awards 2022 for their initiative “DataSmart Cities: Empowering Cities through
Data” under the ‘Data Sharing and Use for Socio Economic Development’ category. The award
was announce on 19th December 2022. The DataSmart Cities Initiative is a key step in creating
a robust data ecosystem that enables evidence-based decision-making in cities.

The Digital India Awards (DIA) is a prestigious National competition that seeks to encourage and
honour innovative digital solutions by government entities in realising the Digital India vision. The
category ‘Data Sharing and Use for Socio Economic Development’ emphasizes on sharing of
Government Data by Ministries/Departments/Organizations, States, Cities and ULBs to create a
vibrant data ecosystem in the country for analysis, decision-making, innovation, services,
economic development and public good.

Digital India Awards – Ministry of Electronics & IT (MeitY)

 The Awards instituted in 2009 are one of a kind in India for honouring the efforts of different
Government entities in the digital realm. These are conducted by the National Informatics Centre
(NIC) under the Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY). The seventh edition of
Digital India Awards (DIA) is being held in 2022.

https://dsc.smartcities.gov.in/
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Digital India Awards (DIA) presents an opportunity to bring to the fore digital initiatives being
adopted to transform India into a digitally empowered society & knowledge economy. These
awards are instituted under the aegis of National Portal of India to encourage and honour
innovative digital solutions by government entities at all levels. DIA 2022 aims to inspire and
motivate not only government entities but also start-ups in fulfilling the Digital India vision.

Detailed information can be obtained from https://digitalindiaawards.india.gov.in/.

 

DataSmart Cities Initiative – Smart Cities Mission

            DataSmart Cities initiative aims to harnesses the power of data for better
governance in India’s 100 Smart Cities. Based on a ‘People, Platform, Process’ strategy,
this initiative is leading to convergence of Ministry’s efforts for performance
management, empowerment of communities, and research, co-creation & open
innovation.

To leverage and utilize valuable data being generated in cities via network of intelligent devices
and systems, the Smart Cities Mission, MoHUA launched the DataSmart Cities (DSC) Initiative
across 100 Smart Cities. The DSC uses a three-pronged approach – People, Process, Platforms
– to imbibe a culture of data awareness and data usage in city functioning.

 Propagating the importance of data for accelerating the power of city’s existing initiatives,
various digital platforms such as Smart Cities Open Data Portal (SCODP), India Urban
Observatory (IUO), India Urban Data Exchange (IUDX), Assessment & Monitoring Platform for
Liveable, Inclusive & Future-ready urban India (AMPLIFI) and Geo-spatial Management
Information System (GMIS) have been developed to enable cities better manage, share, and
leverage available data. These platforms together host 55,000+ datasets and 1,400+ APIs
engaging 15 Lakh+ users for evidence-based planning, cross-city assessments, multi-
disciplinary research and improving socio-economic outcomes.

The program has institutionalised a Data Ecosystem in cities through 100 City Data Offices and
more than 50 Data Policies. The Smart Cities Open Data Portal has transformed from zero to all
100 Smart Cities now publishing open datasets and contributing to data blogs and visualizations,
leading to 1.2+ lakh downloads and ~6 lakh views. This initiative has led to generation of more
than 180 innovative, scalable, and replicable use cases in collaboration with various
stakeholders that are being utilized by cities for better functioning and citizen engagement vis.
Vadodara Medical Green Corridor, Surat Real-time Bus Seat Occupancy, Agartala Smart Traffic
Control, among others.

The success of this initiative in 100 Smart Cities has a potential to create a virtuous cycle of
improvement, with transformational impact of data on all cities in India.

For more information visit: https://dsc.smartcities.gov.in/
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ON A NEW CORONAVIRUS STRAIN AND A SPURT IN
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The spurt in coronavirus cases reported out of China has triggered global alarm. India’s Health
Ministry has issued a directive to States to send positive samples to the Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) to check for new, concerning strains. The Health Minister,
too, has called for a review meeting of the coronavirus situation in India. India’s official numbers
suggest that, thus far, there is little to worry. There are only 3,408 active cases. Only one district
has a test positivity rate of over 10% and only four between 5 and 10%, as per the latest
available weekly data. India’s COVID-19 vaccination coverage has exceeded 219.33 crore, and
there are no signs of distress being reported out of hospitals. However, the experience of
previous years is that it is usually many weeks after which a noticeable spike, let alone a wave,
is confirmed by health authorities. There is scarce monitoring and mask mandates for public
gatherings, airports and railway stations have been removed everywhere; so, low numbers do
not necessarily mean new variants are not taking root.

In China, despite reports of crowded mortuaries, hospital admissions piling up and stocked-out
pharmacies, weekly death counts are officially in the single digits. The prevalent opinion is that
the lifting of curbs, after almost three years of some of the most restrictive containment
measures, has now exposed a large swathe of people who lack ‘natural immunity’. Some
mathematical modelling projections calculate a million COVID-19 cases in the coming days in
China. Given that much of the world has moved to normalcy in terms of travel, the concern is
that this surge is likely to reverberate globally with many more infections, even in India,
inevitable. There are two key lessons that can be derived from the Chinese experience: long
lockdowns cannot eliminate the virus or prevent the development of new strains, and the only
reasonable defence possible against severe disease is via vaccines. China has largely
depended on home-grown vaccines such as CoronaVac and Sinopharm vaccines that rely on
the inactivated virus technology. Despite 90% of the population receiving a single dose, and half,
a second dose, the numbers in China suggest that waning immunity is a fait accompli. The big
lesson for India is to not only establish the prevalent coronavirus variants but also whether the
administered vaccines continue to be efficacious. While most of the vaccines administered in
India are Covishield, and thus of the spike protein, it may be time to accommodate for changes
in the virus. The sequencing of strains by INSACOG should not remain an academic exercise.
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Medical staff wear PPE as they assist patients at a fever clinic treating COVID-19 patients in
Beijing on December 21, 2022. | Photo Credit: Getty Images

The BF.7 variant of COVID-19, believed to be driving the recent surge of cases in China, was
first identified in India as far back as July.

Four instances of the Omicron subvariant had been genome-sequenced in people in Gujarat
and Odisha in subsequent months, but it was not linked to increased severity or infectiousness
in the two States, two senior officials who were part of a meeting convened by Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on Wednesday independently confirmed to The Hindu.

“As of now this [BF.7] is not a matter of concern, but what we should be focussing on is
surveillance and that’s what States have been told to focus on,” one of them told The Hindu.
Both declined to be identified.

With a rise in coronavirus cases in China triggering global alarm, the Health Minister had
convened a meeting of senior officials in the Centre and the National Covid Task Force to
assess the situation in India.

“COVID is not over yet. I have directed all concerned to be on the alert, and strengthen
surveillance. I also urge people to take COVID vaccination,” said Mr. Mandaviya.

Omicron BF.7 was detected in Odisha in a single sample tested on September 30, 2022, the
State’s Health and Family Welfare department said on Wednesday. “At the time of testing, it was
neither a VOC (Variant of Concern) nor VOI (Variant of Interest). In the 3 months since, no other
sample of BF.7 has been detected in Odisha,” it added. 

India has been reporting a “steady decline” in cases, with average numbers around 158 every
day in the week ending December 19. Globally however, there has been a rise in daily average
cases in the last six weeks, with about 6 lakh instances reported weekly as of December 19, the
Health Ministry said in a statement. “A new and highly transmissible BF.7 strain of the Omicron
variant has been found to be behind a wider surge of covid infections in China,” it added.

The dominant variant in India currently is Omicron AB5, (which is linked to BF.7) athough this is
based on extremely limited numbers. The assessment of government officials involved in India’s
COVID-19 management strategy was that the spike in China was largely due to that country’s

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/health-minister-reviews-covid-situation-directs-officials-to-be-alert-strengthen-surveillance/article66288282.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/health-minister-reviews-covid-situation-directs-officials-to-be-alert-strengthen-surveillance/article66288282.ece
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“zero COVID policy”, which has been in effect since 2020 before being relaxed this month. They
believe this has resulted in a large number of people who were unexposed to variants such as
Alpha and Delta now being infected by the Omicron subvariant.

“Whether BF.7 behaves differently in a population that has been minimally exposed to the
coronavirus as opposed to Indians who have hybrid immunity (multiple doses of the vaccine
along with exposure to several variants of the virus) is being investigated by the Indian Council
of Medical Research,” one of the officials told The Hindu.

An expert told The Hindu that India’s real worry was not BF.7 but XBB, a recombinant variant
that was a combination of two lineages (BJ.1 and BA.2.75) but was “highly infectious,”
responsible for a surge in many countries and which had the potential to evade antibodies from
existing vaccines. “The worry is that China’s large population is barely exposed to the virus and
if exposed to something like XBB can seed even newer variants that could have all kinds of
medical consequences. That BF.7 is responsible for China’s current spike is just a conjecture
based on very limited samples, though it’s almost quite certain it’s some Omicron-linked variant,”
said Vinod Scaria, of the CSIR-Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology.

India has officially reported 4.4 crore COVID-19 cases since March 2020, though several
independent investigations peg the number to be much higher. Currently, there are around
3,500 active infections, according to data from the Health Ministry.

While reports emerging out of China describe inundated hospitals and crematoria and
diminishing stocks of medicines, the official numbers reported out of that country continue to be
low. China has reported only two deaths since December 3. Officially, only 5,200 peope have
died from COVID-19 in China over the last three years.

Also read | Medical experts sound an alarm, insist on adhering to COVID-19 protocols

However, modelling studies estimate a spike in cases in China in early January and two other
spikes in mid-January and February because of a rise in travel. Some studies expected a million
COVID-19 deaths in China in the coming days. Despite 90% of the Chinese population having
been vaccinated, less than half of those over 80 years have been triple-vaccinated.

In India, so far about 2.2 crore vaccines have been administered, though only around 28% of
those above 18 years have had three doses. The government’s official policy is to encourage
three doses of the vaccine.

(with inputs from Satyasundar Barik)
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SEVERAL NEW INITIATIVES ON VOCATIONAL
EDUCATION INCLUDING HUB AND SPOKE MODEL
 INTRODUCED UNDER SAMAGRA SHIKSHA

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Key Highlights

- National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has also given special emphasis on vocational
education through integration and mainstreaming of vocational education with general
education

-Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL) is implementing the scheme of
Vocationalisation of School Education under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme - Samagra
Shiksha

 

The Government of India has initiated various convergence efforts across the skill ecosystem
under “Ski l l  India Mission (SIM)”.  Under the Mission, more than 20 Central
Ministries/Departments are implementing Skill Development Schemes/Programmes to enhance
skill levels of millions of people including School Children on pan India basis to create skilled
workforce as per the requirement of the Industry.

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has also given special emphasis on vocational
education through integration and mainstreaming of vocational education with general education
which will help students in acquiring various skills to meet the needs of the industries and to
improve the quality of education.

The Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL) is implementing the scheme of
Vocationalisation of School Education under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme - Samagra
Shiksha by aligning it with the aims of the Skill India Mission.It aims at integrating Vocational
Education with general academic education in all Secondary/Senior Secondary schools;
enhancing the employability and entrepreneurial abilities of the students, providing exposure to
work environment; and generating awareness amongst students about various career options so
as to enable them to make a choice in accordance with their aptitude, competence and
aspirations. The scheme covers Government and Government aided schools.

Under the Scheme, NSQF compliant vocational courses are offered to the students from class
9th to 12th in the schools covered under the scheme. At the Secondary level i.e. Class IX and X,
vocational modules are offered to the students as an additional subject. At Sr. Secondary level,
i.e. Class XI and XII, vocational courses are offered as a compulsory (elective) subject.
Vocational Courses are selected on the basis of notional hours, age & educational qualification
prescribed and suitability for school students.

In order to fulfil various objectives of NEP, the existing scheme of Samagra Shiksha has been
revamped and various new interventions relating to Vocational Education have been
incorporated. Some of them are as under:

Under the Scheme, Employability Skill module has been made a mandatory part of the
vocational Courses. It consists of Communication Skills, Self-Management Skills, Information
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and Communication Technology Skills, Entrepreneurship Skills and Green Skills.

The information was given by the Minister of State for Education, Smt. Annpurna Devi in a
written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

*****

NB/AK
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vocational Courses. It consists of Communication Skills, Self-Management Skills, Information
and Communication Technology Skills, Entrepreneurship Skills and Green Skills.

The information was given by the Minister of State for Education, Smt. Annpurna Devi in a
written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

*****
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People travelling between Karnataka and Tamil Nadu at Attibele check post. Virologist
Gagandeep Kang says India is doing fine and will not require travel restrictions as of now. |
Photo Credit: K. Murali Kumar

While there is some panic in India following a significant surge of COVID-19 cases in China,
experts point out that India continues to show a sustained decreasing trajectory of cases in the
last few months. It is unlikely to see a fresh “substantial wave” if there are no new variants in
China as a result of ongoing circulation, they feel. However, experts caution that opportunities
for mutation is higher when the virus circulation is high and there is a need to strengthen
surveillance.

“There can be a wave only when a new variant emerges which India has not seen before,” said
Giridhar R. Babu, Head of Lifecourse Epidemiology at the Public Health Foundation of India in
Bengaluru, and member of Karnataka’s COVD-19 Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).
“However, proactive planning based on evidence from enhanced surveillance and genomic
sequencing is needed,” he added.

Dr. Babu said waves due to Omicron sub-variants were relatively mild in countries that
witnessed earlier waves, like India. In contrast, China did not have waves after the first one.

In a series of tweets, virologist Gagandeep Kang on Friday said India is doing fine and will not
require travel restrictions as of now. “The variants now circulating in China have been in the rest
of the world for months. The behaviour of the virus is not any different from expected. In India as
well, we already have XBB and BF.7 (the 2 being hyped as new monsters). They are, like all
Omicron sub-variants, very good at infecting people because they escape the immune response
that prevents infection, but are not causing more severe disease than Delta.”

C.N. Manjunath, member of the State’s Clinical Experts Committee, said as there is already
hybrid immunity in the community in India, we will have to wait and watch on how the situation
will evolve in the next two to three months. “Being alert is fine but there is no need to panic and
take aggressive measures as of now. The situation can be reviewed once in 10 days. The virus
had never disappeared at any point in the last nine months and we have been getting sporadic
cases . It is important for people, especially those with comorbidities, to mask up and get the
booster dose,” he said.

“Even if there is a fresh surge, there should not be any problem as the disease is well

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/step-up-surveillance-wear-masks-says-union-health-minister-amid-covid-concerns/article66292201.ece
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understood and management strategy is streamlined unlike in the first and second waves,” he
asserted.

TAC chairman M.K. Sudarshan said that although the local situation is very good, it is fertile for
circulation of the virus. “We will have to observe how the BF.7 variant will behave in India. Even
if there is a surge, we are unlikely to see a higher mortality. But, with huge international arrivals
expected and in the light of year end and festive celebrations, we need to be extra cautious. All
public social activities/events should be conducted outdoors or in well-ventilated areas and
during the day time avoiding exposure to chill and cold weather,” he said. 

“It is advisable for people, especially the elderly and those with comorbidities, to get the booster
shot, if they have not taken it yet. The BF.7 variant is known to be highly transmissible and a
fresh surge may be more dangerous for this population,” he added.
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Inclusive public health messaging can motivate the public to make better decisions regarding
their personal health and the health of others. Image for Representation. | Photo Credit: Gopal
Nagara

During infectious disease outbreaks, clinicians and public health officials are tasked with
providing accurate guidance for the public on how to stay safe and protect themselves and their
loved ones. However, sensationalised media coverage can distort how the public perceives new
emerging infections, including where they come from and how they spread. This can foster fear
and stigma, especially toward communities that are already mistrustful of the health care
system.

The racial and sexual stigma surrounding monkeypox is what spurred the World Health
Organization (WHO) to rename the disease to mpox in November 2022. While this is a step in
the right direction, I believe more work needs to be done to reduce the stigma surrounding
infectious diseases like mpox.

I am an infectious disease researcher who studies HIV, COVID-19 and mpox. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, I was the lead investigator at the University of Pittsburgh for a national
survey looking at how COVID-19 has affected different communities. Effective public health
communication isn’t easy when conflicting messages may come from many sources, including
family and friends, other community members or the internet. But there are ways that public
health officials can make their own messaging more inclusive while mitigating stigma.

Inclusive public health messaging can motivate the public to make better decisions regarding
their personal health and the health of others. This effort often involves engaging the
communities most affected by an outbreak. Unfortunately, because these communities are
heavily affected by the infection and tend to experience some form of inequity, they are often
blamed by society for spreading the disease.

COVID-19 drove an increase in hate crimes related to the pandemic against Chinese and other
Asian communities in the United States. A 2022 UCLA survey found that 8% of Asian American
and Pacific Islander adults in California experienced a COVID-19 related hate incident.

Effective public health messaging can focus on the fact that while infections may first affect

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/who-renames-monkeypox-as-mpox-citing-racism-concerns/article66195732.ece
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certain groups of people, they often spread to other groups and eventually encompass entire
communities. Infections are caused by bacteria, viruses and fungi. They don’t discriminate by
race, gender or sexual orientation. Messages that focus on the pathogens, rather than the
communities, may reduce stigma.

Also Read | Omicron subvariant BF.7, linked to China spike, first found in India in July

Visually inclusive messages are also likely to engage a greater portion of the community.
Examples include making sure that the people represented in posters and flyers, images on TV
and websites, and other informational material are from diverse backgrounds. This sends a
more unified message that what affects an individual also affects the larger community.

Many media outlets, especially on social media, use fear-based messaging to report on
infectious diseases. While this may reinforce certain protective behaviours, such as using
condoms during sex, it may also increase stress and anxiety. Fear-based messages also
worsen stigma, leading to increased discrimination against communities that are already
vulnerable and mistrustful of health care. Ultimately, this leads people to avoid seeking health
care and can worsen health outcomes.

Public health officials have often used fear-based messaging in response to sexually transmitted
infections, or STIs, like HIV, chlamydia and gonorrhea. Sex itself is highly stigmatised by society.
I have found that some of my patients would prefer to avoid getting tested and treated for an STI
rather than deal with the shame of having an STI.

Making sexual health and STI testing routine and integral parts of overall wellness and health is
an important step to reduce the stigma around them. Similarly, messaging that normalises the
challenges faced by people at risk for certain infections could help avoid causing shame.

Infections affect different people differently. COVID-19 might be a mildly stuffy nose for one
person, and it could be months in an intensive care unit hooked up to a ventilator for another.
Messages that focus on the successes of medical and public health interventions that resonate
with communities are most likely to be successful.

Different groups have different exposure risks as well. Mpox heavily affected gay and bisexual
men in 2022. One reason why was related to how the virus is transmitted. Prior research
suggested that mpox was largely transmitted by close skin-to-skin contact, but emerging studies
raised the question of whether the 2022 outbreaks were being driven more by sexual
transmission.

Also Read | HIV drugs shortage is a challenge to ending AIDS in India 

There was controversy as to whether public health messaging should highlight sexual
encounters as a potential transmission route. This can risk further stigmatising gay and bisexual
men versus potentially overlooking these key at-risk populations. Some advocates argued that
promoting the message that mpox was primarily transmitted by close contact would prevent
resources and interventions from reaching the groups of people most affected by the disease.

One size does not always fit all when it comes to public health messaging. Multiple messages
may be necessary for different groups of people based on their risk of infection or severe
disease. An August 2022 Centers for Disease Control and Infection survey found that 50% of
gay and bisexual men reduced their sexual encounters in response to the mpox outbreak. Since
late summer, mpox rates have been dropping rapidly, and many experts think that both
behaviour change and vaccination may have contributed to the falling rates. Studies like these

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/health/covid-19-omicron-subvariant-bf7-linked-to-china-spike-first-found-in-india-in-july/article66289443.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/hiv-drugs-shortage-is-a-challenge-to-ending-aids-in-india/article65764416.ece
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further support the importance of directly engaging with communities to encourage healthy
behaviour change.

Mistrust is also a barrier to effective messaging. Some communities may be mistrustful of
medical and health care systems because of prior histories of exploitation, such as the
Tuskegee study, where researchers prevented Black participants from receiving syphilis
treatment for decades in the mid-20th century, and ongoing fear of mistreatment.

Identifying trusted community champions and health care providers – especially ones who
belong to that community – to deliver a public health message may increase its acceptance.
One 2019 study, for example, found that Black men were more likely to accept vaccines,
medical advice and engage in health care services if they had a Black health care provider.

Effectively delivering public health messaging is a complicated and challenging process. But
talking to and listening to the communities most affected by an outbreak can make a difference.

Ken Ho, University of Pittsburgh Health Sciences (The Conversation)
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Existing vaccines in India are good to prevent or thwart different Omicron variants, says
scientist. Image for Representation. | Photo Credit: Reuters

Allaying fears about BF.7 variant of coronavirus, a prominent scientist on Friday said it is a sub-
variant of Omicron strain and that India need not worry too much about its severity on the
population.

Speaking to PTI, Rakesh Mishra, Director, Tata Institute for Genetics and Society (TIGS),
Bangalore, however cautioned that wearing face masks and avoiding unnecessary crowds is
always advisable.

The former director of CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology further said China has
been witnessing an unprecedented surge in COVID-19 cases as the neighbouring country has
not passed through different waves of the infection that India had faced.

"This is a sub-variant of Omicron. Main features will be like Omicron except some small
changes, there is no big difference. Most of us have gone through the Omicron wave. So, we
don't have to worry about it. Essentially, it is the same virus," he said.

China is experiencing a surge in infections due to its "zero-Covid policy", under which authorities
block apartment buildings or even cordon off a neighbourhood once a resident tests positive,
causing great inconvenience to the people, the scientist said.

Also Read | A concerning sequence: On a new coronavirus strain and a spurt in cases in
China

Mishra added that the Chinese population is not exposed to natural infection and they did not
use the time to vaccinate the elderly people.

"So what is happening to those guys is, since they’re not vaccinated, their symptoms are severe.
Younger people still do not have any problem. But among older people who were not
vaccinated, it is spreading very fast," he said about the situation in China.

According to him, most Indians have acquired hybrid immunity which means immunity

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/a-concerning-sequence-the-hindu-editorial-on-a-new-coronavirus-strain-and-a-spurt-in-cases-in-china/article66289196.ece
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developed through vaccines and also natural infection protecting them from different COVID-19
variants.

The scientist said the existing vaccines in India are good to prevent or thwart different Omicron
variants also as several studies indicated that even in the big wave of Omicron earlier this year,
India did not see many hospitalisations.

In view of the sudden spurt, in cases being witnessed in Japan, United States of America,
Republic of Korea, Brazil and China, the Union Health Secretary Rajesh Bhushan on December
20, wrote a letter to all the state and Union territories.

He requested them to ensure that as far as possible samples of all positive cases, on a daily
basis, are sent to designated INSACOG (Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomic Consortium) genome
sequencing laboratories that are mapped to the states and UTs.
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Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi has chosen to remain silent on the fate of the Tamil Nadu
Prohibition of Online Gambling and Regulation of Online Games Bill even four weeks after the
Ordinance on the same subject lapsed. There are several pieces of legislation awaiting the
Governor’s clearance, but the Bill in question is different from the rest. An ordinance to prohibit
online gambling and regulate online games in Tamil Nadu was promulgated on October 1 by Mr.
Ravi. On October 19, the State Assembly adopted the Bill and sent it to the Governor for
consent.

All parties in the State support the ban on online gambling. The AIADMK’s interim general
secretary, Edappadi K. Palaniswami, who met the Governor a month ago to give a
memorandum against the State government, favoured the legislation. His party, while in power,
had also passed a law against online games, but the law was quashed by the Madras High
Court in August 2021 as being “excessive and disproportionate” to the object sought to be
achieved. BJP State unit president K. Annamalai too was firm that online gambling should be
banned. Pattali Makkal Katchi president Anbumani Ramadoss even suggested that the DMK
regime issue an executive order under Article 162 of the Constitution to prohibit online gambling.

Meanwhile, deaths by suicide attributed to online gambling continue to take place in Tamil Nadu.
As per an official estimate, in the last one and a half years, 32 persons died by suicide and there
was one case of murder. The State government says the deaths can be attributed to online
gaming and there are no deaths by suicide on account of offline gaming.

Neither the Governor nor his office has commented publicly on the Bill. Mr. Ravi met both Law
Minister S. Regupathy and representatives of the E-gaming Federation and heard their views in
the first week of December. According to the industry, he did not give any assurance or commit
to a follow-up meeting. The representatives explained to him that the Bill sought to ban rummy
and poker, both of which are ‘games of skill’, and this was unconstitutional. Mr. Ravi told Mr.
Regupathy that the Bill was still under consideration and that he would give his assent once his
doubts were cleared.

As the government continues to wait, reports say there is a spike in messages or
advertisements on mobile phones, tempting people to take to online gambling. Some link this to
the lapse of the ordinance on November 27.

While the Bill is pending with the Governor, there are other legal provisions that can be invoked
to protect people from falling prey to misleading advertisements. M. Somasundaram, a
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consumer activist, contends that the matter can be taken to the Central Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA), which notified six months ago guidelines regarding the prevention of false or
misleading advertisements and making endorsements.

Though the norms have been issued, keeping in mind the sensitivity and vulnerability of children
to advertisements, an aggrieved person can approach the CCPA if he or she regards any
advertisement on online games as misleading. After all, the guidelines aim to protect consumers’
interest by bringing in more transparency and clarity in the way advertisements are published.
For violation of the guidelines, the CCPA has been empowered to impose penalties.

According to Section 21 of the Consumer Protection Act, the CCPA can impose a penalty of up
to 10 lakh on manufacturers, advertisers and endorsers for any misleading advertisement. For
further contraventions, the penalty can go up to 50 lakh. Also, the endorser can be prohibited
from making any endorsement for up to one year. For subsequent violations, the ban can extend
up to three years.

Besides, as online games can be regarded as falling within the definition of e-commerce, the
activist says the law authorises the Central government to take measures to prevent unfair trade
practices in e-commerce and protect the interests and rights of consumers. Also, the authorities
can launch a drive to sensitise people on the availability of various legal options as the idea is to
end the menace of online gambling.

Assistance for overcoming suicidal thoughts is available on the State’s health helpline 104, Tele-
MANAS 14416, and Sneha’s Suicide Prevention Helpline 044-24640050
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Sepsis is a life-threatening condition arising from the body’s overreactive response against an
infection, leading it to injure its own tissues and organs. image for Representation. | Photo
Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto

Sepsis is a life-threatening condition arising from the body’s overreactive response against an
infection, leading it to injure its own tissues and organs.

The first known reference to “sepsis” dates back more than 2,700 years, when the Greek poet
Homer used it as a derivative of the word “sepo,” meaning “I rot.” Despite dramatic
improvements in understanding the immunological mechanisms behind sepsis, it still remains a
major medical concern, affecting 750,000 people in the US and nearly 50 million people globally
each year.

Sepsis accounted for 11 million deaths worldwide in 2017, and is the most expensive medical
condition in the US, costing over tens of billions of dollars annually.

We are researchers who study how certain types of bacteria interact with cells during infections.
We wanted to understand exactly how an overreactive immune response can result in
detrimental and even lethal effects like sepsis. In our newly published research, we discovered
the cells and molecules that potentially trigger death from sepsis.

The body’s response to infection starts when immune cells recognise components of the
invading pathogen. These cells then release molecules like cytokines that help eliminate the
infection. Cytokines are a broad group of small proteins that recruit other immune cells to the
site of infection or injury.

While cytokines play an essential role in the immune response, excessive and uncontrolled
cytokine production can lead to a dangerous cytokine storm associated with sepsis.

Cytokine storms were first seen in the context of graft versus host disease, arising from
transplant complications. They can also occur during viral infections, including COVID-19. This
uncontrolled immune response can lead to multi-organ failure and death.

Among the hundreds of cytokines that exist, tumour necrosis factor, or TNF, stands tall as the
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most potent and the most studied for nearly the past 50 years.

Tumour necrosis factor owes its name to its ability to induce tumour cells to die when the
immune system is stimulated by a bacterial extract called Coley’s toxin, named after the
researcher who identified it over a century ago.

This toxin was later recognised to be lipopolysaccharide, or LPS, a component of the outer
membrane of certain types of bacteria. LPS is the strongest known trigger of TNF, which, once
on alert, aids in the recruitment of immune cells to the infection site to eliminate invading
bacteria.

In normal conditions, TNF promotes beneficial processes such as cell survival and tissue
regeneration. However, TNF production must be tightly regulated to avoid sustained
inflammation and continuous proliferation of immune cells. Uncontrolled TNF production can
lead to the development of rheumatoid arthritis and similar inflammatory conditions.

In infection conditions, TNF must also be tightly regulated to prevent excessive tissue and organ
damage from inflammation and an overactive immune response. When TNF is left uncontrolled
during infections, it can lead to sepsis.

For several decades, studies of septic shock were modelled by investigating responses to
bacterial LPS. In this model, LPS activates certain immune cells that trigger the production of
inflammatory cytokines, in particular TNF. This then leads to excessive immune cell proliferation,
recruitment and death, ultimately resulting in tissue and organ damage. Too strong of an
immune response is not a good thing.

Researchers have shown that blocking TNF activity can effectively treat numerous autoimmune
diseases, including rheumatoid arthritis, psoriatic arthritis and inflammatory bowel disease. Use
of TNF blockers has dramatically increased in the past decades, reaching a market size of
roughly USD 40 billion.

However, TNF blockers have been unsuccessful in preventing the cytokine storm that can arise
from COVID-19 infections and sepsis. This is in part because exactly how TNF triggers its toxic
effects on the body is still poorly understood despite years of research.

Studying sepsis might provide some clues as to how TNF mediates how the immune system
responds to infection. In acute inflammatory conditions such as sepsis, TNF blockers are less
able to address TNF overproduction. However, studies in mice show that neutralizing TNF can
prevent the death of the animal from bacterial LPS. Although researchers do not yet understand
the reason for this discrepancy, it highlights the need for further understanding how TNF
contributes to sepsis.

Blood cells made in the bone marrow, or myeloid cells, are known to be the major producers of
TNF. So we wondered if myeloid cells also mediate TNF-induced death.

First, we identified which particular molecules might offer protection from TNF-induced death.
When we injected mice with a lethal dose of TNF, we found that mice lacking either TRIF or
CD14, two proteins typically associated with immune responses to bacterial LPS but not TNF,
had improved survival.

This finding parallels our earlier work identifying these factors as regulators of a protein complex
that controls cell death and inflammation in response to LPS.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/in-a-breakthrough-therapy-for-sepsis-an-indian-american-physician-sees-an-exciting-future-for-ayurveda/article19524262.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/in-a-breakthrough-therapy-for-sepsis-an-indian-american-physician-sees-an-exciting-future-for-ayurveda/article19524262.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/in-a-breakthrough-therapy-for-sepsis-an-indian-american-physician-sees-an-exciting-future-for-ayurveda/article19524262.ece
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Next, we wanted to figure out which cells are involved in TNF-induced death. When we injected
a lethal dose of TNF in mice lacking the two proteins in two specific types of myeloid cells,
neutrophils and macrophages, mice had reduced symptoms of sepsis and improved survival.
This finding positions macrophages and neutrophils as major triggers for TNF-mediated death in
mice.

Our results also suggest TRIF and CD14 as potential treatment targets for sepsis, with the ability
to both reduce cell death and inflammation.

By Alexander (Sasha) Poltorak and Hayley Muendlein, Tufts University (The Conversation)
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A health worker in Jing’an district in Shanghai, China | Photo Credit: AFP

Mainland China is going through a critical phase in the health emergency, more dire than in the
early days of 2020, as the country of origin for SARS-CoV2. In the absence of reliable data on
the toll on human health and life, rough approximations indicate millions of people with
symptomatic diseases and adverse outcomes in China. Instead of gearing up for the holiday
season, the rest of the world is now grappling with uncertainty about continuing the benefits of
relaxations in COVID-19 norms and measures for the prevention of further waves. It is time to
reflect, review the situation, and respond to the potential waves, which will differ from country to
country and regions within.

At the beginning of the evolving COVID-19 pandemic, countries followed their own strategies as
many were clueless about how to deal with the sudden emergence of the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
Instead of a cohesive, uniform global strategy, countries experimented on their own. There were
two principal approaches; the first was promoting herd immunity by allowing the virus to infect
everyone, which also advocated focused protection of the people at risk. The biggest problem
with this approach was that it resulted in many deaths among the elderly and the others who
were vulnerable.

The second was to follow the other extreme, known as the Zero-COVID strategy of not allowing
even a single case of COVID-19 by imposing strict lockdowns, closing borders, and imposing
travel bans. As the vaccination rates (with effective vaccines) increased significantly, countries
that followed the strategy abandoned it mid-course as it was untenable. These countries scaled
up vaccine production, leveraged vaccination delivery, and urged the public to adhere to COVID-
appropriate behaviour.

China followed the unrealistic and prolonged Zero-COVID strategy as a lofty goal, as if the virus
was destined to disappear on its own. While the virus was emerging in different forms with
varying infectiousness and virulence, China stuck to the same policy. The Zero-COVID strategy
rendered the Chinese population relatively more vulnerable to the virus without better vaccines
and strengthened health systems. At a time when China is confronted with witnessing many
cases, it has stopped testing all infected persons and modified the criteria for identifying COVID-
19 deaths. Apart from underestimating cases and deaths, the real worry is missing the
development of newer variants. The more the new variants circulate and find newer hosts to
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lodge upon, the higher the chances for mutation and evolution to newer forms. Rapid circulation
in a largely susceptible population may result in newer variants, which could spread to other
areas. It is important to track the genetic variations in China and study the infectiousness and
virulence of people in the rest of the world.

The next concern is how the ongoing wave in China could threaten other countries.

Given the understanding that only Omicron and its sub-lineages are circulating in China, it is
very unlikely that these can result in large waves of infection or fatality in India. This assertion
arises from hybrid immunity, offered by both the high burden of Omicron, and greater vaccine
coverage with primary doses. In the past, complacency has cost countries a greater toll on
human lives apart from economic and social loss. Therefore, proactive measures taken by the
Government are justified, including a higher level of commitment and review of the programme.
In particular, the resulting actions should focus on expanding booster coverage, strengthening
surveillance, and reorienting the health systems for cohesive pandemic preparedness.

Despite high coverage, nearly 8% of adults have missed the second dose of the vaccine,
constituting a large pool for infection and complications. Also, India must ensure that 2-3 million
young adults added each month to the cohort of adults are vaccinated. Those who missed the
second dose should be prioritised and vaccinated through outreach activities. Further, 73% of
adults are yet to receive booster doses; with 60% of the elderly remaining to be covered.
Evidence suggests that heterologous booster doses increase the levels of neutralising
antibodies. Among the available options for boosters, Corbevax and Covishield are the
frontrunners for increasing the antibody levels, as in data from Christian Medical College Vellore,
Tamil Nadu. The recent inclusion of the intranasal COVID-19 vaccine is exciting; we need data
on how this can increase the antibody titers compared to other vaccines.

The possibility of a newer variant emerging out of the high-circulation ecosystem in China is a
real concern. The primary requirement for understanding this will be based on the data made
available by China in terms of epidemiological data, clinical features, mortality, and genomic
sequencing. In the absence of reliable data required for modelling, it is nearly impossible for
realistic planning for potential waves. China also revised its guidelines recently to classify only
fatalities in infected persons caused by pneumonia and respiratory failure as COVID deaths.
Also, the country has decided not to publish daily COVID data from December 25.

It is unfortunate that the World Health Organization or other global powers are influential enough
to ensure China shares the critical data. In the absence of data, countries are resorting to
intuitively contend that any likely wave cannot be more devastating than the largest waves due
to the earlier variants. While hoping for the best, assessing whether the preparedness can
match the burden of hospitalisation during the earlier waves might be best. Continuing enhanced
efforts in genomic sequencing can provide timely information on newer variants.

Managing multiple waves of COVID-19 is an index of the future burden of zoonotic diseases and
serves as a reminder to assess and strengthen underlying disease surveillance and health
system components. Instead of limiting these assessments and corrections for each wave, this
is the time to strengthen the bottoms-up surveillance systems in an integrated manner to detect
thresholds for different pathogens affecting human and animal health. Instead of devastations
associated with outbreaks, our choices for resilient structures and human resources can fortify in
offering better outcomes. There are multiple disease surveillance systems in India, and with
considerable duplication of efforts. This is the time to build shared databases and surveillance
across different sectors and identify new solutions that address the root causes and links
between risks and impacts.
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Integrating and unifying the efforts to balance and optimise the health of people, animals, and
the environment is called “One-health”. This can prevent, predict, detect, and respond to global
health threats. Since this approach involves multiple sectors and disciplines, governments
should aim to mobilise these by building partnerships with communities to create long-term,
sustainable solutions. Community engagement is also critical to promote risk-reducing habits
and attitudes and supporting the early detection and containment of disease threats.

Giridhara R. Babu is a Professor of Epidemiology at the Public Health Foundation of India,
Bengaluru
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